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OIT Comments on... 





Automotive 


Because of the broad variety of items 
which may be included in the commod- 
ity classification and descriptions under 
Schedule B Nos. 792610 and 792620, 
“parts and accessories for commercial 


automobiles, trucks and busses, n.e.c.,” 
it has been necessary for OIT to return 
export license applications to the appli- 
cant for the purpose of properly clas- 
sifying and filing separate applications 
for those items “elsewhere classified in 
Schedule B.” 

“Elsewhere classified” items include 
starting, lighting, and ignition equip- 
ment, brake linings, clutch facings, ball 
and roller bearings, etc. 


To prevent any misunderstanding as 
to the appropriate classifications and 
controls for the various autemotive re- 
placement parts, OIT plans to amend 
the descriptions in the Positive List 
under Schedule B Nos. 792610 and 


Spare Parts 


792620 to indicate clearly that bearings, 
starting, lighting, and ignition equip- 
ment do not fall under these two num- 
bers and must be properly identified 
under their own Schedule B numbers, 
No other commodity _ identifiable 
under a specific Schedule B number may 
be shipped under the “basket” Schedule 
B Nos. 792610 or 792620, except as 
permissible under paragraph C 20, 
page 25, of the Schedule B Statis- 
tical Classification of Domestic and 
Foreign Commodities Exported from 
the United States. Paragraph C 20 of 
Schedule B allows the applicant to use 
the “basket” Schedule B classification 
Nos. 792610 or 792620 to classify other 
miscellaneous automotive parts which 
are specifically classified elsewhere pro- 
vided each specially classified item does 


not exceed the allowable GLV for the 
item. 





IBRD Extends Industry 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development made its 
first loan in Swedish currency on No- 
vember 13, when it lent 18,000,000 Swed- 
ish crowns (approximately $3,500,000) to 
the Bank of Finland for the moderniza- 
tion and expansion of Finland’s wood- 
products industry. 


This is the fifth loan the Bank has 
made entirely in European currencies. 
Iceland has received three, totaling the 
equivalent of $4,312,000, and Yugo- 
slavia has received one, equivalent to 
$28,000,000. 

The Swedish crowns were made avail- 
able for the new loan by the Swedish 
Government from the paid-in portion 
of Sweden’s subscription to the capital 
of the Bank. 


The loan will supplement the $9,500,- 
000 which the Bank made available for 
the Finnish wood-products industry in 
a $20,000,000 loan last April, and will 
finance equipment to be purchased in 
Sweden. The equipment will be used 
in a program being carried out by Fin- 
nish companies to increase production 
of chemical pulp, newsprint, paperboard, 
cardboard, and other wood products. 
Timber is Finland’s most important 


Loan to Finland 


source of wealth, and the wood-products 
industry accounts for about 90 percent 
of Finland’s exports. 


The Bank has now made four loans 
in Finland totaling the equivalent of 
$38,300,000. Of this amount, about 
$25,700,000 has been for the timber and 
wood-products industries. A timber loan 
of $2,300,000 was repaid in full in Sep- 
tember 1951. ' 

The new loan is guaranteed by the 
Government of Finland. The Bank of 
Finland will re-lend the proceeds to 
companies which are carrying out the 
expansion program. Like the loan made 
in April 1952, this loan is for a term of 
18 years and bears interest of 4% per- 
cent per annum, including the 1 percent 
commission which, under the Bank’s 
Articles of Agreement, is allocated to a 
special reserve. Amortization payments 
will begin on December 1, 1955. 


After having been approved by the 
Bank’s Executive Directors, the Loan 
Agreement was signed by Mr. Veikko 
Makkonen, First Secretary of the Lega- 
tion of Finland, on behalf of the Bank 
of Finland, and by Robert L. Garner, 
Vice President, on behalf of the Inter- 
national Bank for Reconstruction and 
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The Guarantee Agree- 











ment was signed by His Excellency, 
Johan A. Nykopp, Finnish Minister in 
the United States, on behalf of the Re- 
public of Finland, and by Mr. Garner 
on behalf of the Bank. (IBRD press re- 
lease 311, Nov. 13, 1952.) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Business Conditions Better 





Sweden's Industry, Trade Recovering 


Business conditions in Sweden began to show signs of improve- 
ment at the end of the third quarter. Export sales at the end of Septem- 
ber were increasing after several months of stagnation, and domestic 
retail trade was reviving. Industrial production recovered rather rapidly 
after the seasonal decline in July, which this year was sharper than in 


the preceding year because of the longer 
vacation periods for workers in various 
industries and the slump in the pulp 
and paper market. 


The general production index for 
August was 188 (1935=100) as com- 
pared with 127 in July and 197 in 
August 1951. No statistics are available 
for September, but production probably 
was above that in the preceding month 
because vacations in some industries 
were extended into August and report- 
edly affected production to some extent. 

The August index for the mining, 
metalworking, and machinery industries 
was considerably better than the index 
for August 1951. Iron-ore production 
even in July exceeded that for July of 
the preceding year. Although employ- 
ment in the machinery industry is said 
to have been somewhat above last year, 
some of the smaller plants, which had 
been marginal producers, reportedly 
were beginning to feel the effects of 
growing foreign competition, particu- 
larly German, 

Production of chemical wood pulp in 
the third quarter was about 20 percent 
below that in the corresponding period 
of 1951. Stocks on hand were high at 
the end of August although not above 
those in the summer of 1949. Sales 
picked up during September, and as a 
result of lower prices the industry made 
larger sales to the United States, pulp 
exports in September exceeding those in 
any of the four preceding months. 

Paper production during the quarter 
was below normal and the volume of 
exports was considerably below that in 
the corresponding quarter of last year. 


Imports and Exports Rise 

Sweden’s decline in foreign trade 
seemed to have come to a halt in the 
third quarter. Both imports and exports 
were somewhat higher in September 
than in August, when the lowest figures 
for the year were recorded. September 
imports were valued at 694,000,000 
crowns and exports totaled 589,000,000 
crowns, 

Imports for the entire third quarter 
amounted to 2,096,000,000 crowns and 
exports to 1,762,000 crowns, leaving a 
trade deficit of 334,000,000 crowns. In 
the same period of 1951 Sweden had a 
trade surplus of 54,000,000 crowns. 

For the entire 9-month period of 
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1952 imports totaled 6,772,000,000 crowns 
and exports were valued at 5,999,000,000 
crowns. Imports and exports for the 
corresponding period in 1951 were 
6,913,000,000 and 6,428,900,000 crowns, 
respectively. 

On the basis of volume data for the 
first 8 months of 1952, imports of fruit, 
coffee, corn, wheat, sugar, nitrate fer- 
tilizers, raw cotton, pig iron, steel 
plates, and copper were noticeably 
higher than in 1951, whereas imports of 
meat, coal and coke, bran, oil cakes, 
hides and skins, wool, automobiles, and 
commercial iron were lower. 

Exports of wood pulp and paper—two 
key export commodities—dropped 30 
percent by volume in the 8-month pe- 
riod. Exports of iron ore, on the other 
hand, increased by about 9 percent. 
Increases were also registered for un- 
worked timber, matches, and fish. The 
value of exports of dairy equipment 
and ball and roller bearings declined 
slightly, while exports of motors, elec- 


trical machinery, and business machines 
increased. 


Trade with individual countries con- 
tinued to vary. A slump in exports to 
the United Kingdom, Sweden’s leading 
market, is attributed to the operation of 
the British import restrictions. Imports 
from and exports to Western Germany 
continued to expand in value. 

The paring down of the dollar import 
plan for the second half of 1952 affected 
Swedish imports from the United States. 
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Imports in August 1952 were 20,000,000 
crowns lower than in August 1951, 
Preliminary U. S. foreign trade sta- 
tistics show that imports from Sweden 
were valued at $56,760,000 for the first 
8 months of 1952, as compared with 
$77,960,000 for the like period of 1951, 
U. S. exports to Sweden totaled $82,- 
302,000 and $83,808,000, respectively. 
Iron ore comprised over 28 percent of 
the imports from Sweden in 1952, and 
wood pulp, only about 25 percent. 


In other postwar years, wood pulp 
accounted for between 45 and 50 per- 
cent of the imports. A decline in U. S. 
demand, together with a sharp drop in 
prices during the more recent months of 
1952, has contributed to the change in 
the position of wood pulp in U. S. trade 
figures. A reported rise in the sale of 
pulp to the United States was expected 
to bring about some improvement in 
Sweden’s trade with the United States 
during the last few months of 1952. 


Labor Situation More Stable 


Demand and supply of labor showed 
a tendency toward equilibrium, al- 
though a shortage of skilled labor in 
the machinery field was reported for 
the quarter. Some local unemployment 
was threatened in the wood-cutting in- 
dustry of northern Sweden. The Gov- 
ernment prepared plans for publie 
works projects in case developments 
were unfavorable. The pulp and paper 
plants managed fairly well to retain 
their workers during the recent slump 
in sales, thereby avoiding any serious 
unemployment problems. Thére was 
some movement of labor from less ac- 
tive industries to others in need of 
labor. 

The annual wage negotiations which 
generally start during the fall months 
were postponed for most _ industries 
until the end of the year. 

Monetary Policy Unchanged 

Though the supply of money and 
credit varied, a net increase of about 
250,000,000 crowns ($1=5.18 crowns) 
was achieved in the third quarter. Com- 
mercial bank deposits increased by 175,- 
000,000 crowns and currency in circula- 
tion by 60,000,000 crowns. Note circula- 
tion at the end of September totaled 
4,158,000,000 crowns. 

The tendency toward increased sav- 
ings, reflected in reports of savings in- 
stitutions, continued into the~ third 
quarter. 

The Riksbank continued its firm 
credit restriction policy in the third 
quarter despite great demand for loan- 
able funds. The commercial banks were 
forced by the restrictions to invest 


(Continued on Page 15) 
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Paraguay's Economic Activity Is 
Hampered by Inflationary Forces 


The inflationary trend which characterized Paraguayan economic 
conditions in the second quarter of 1952 continued in the third. Cur- 
rency in circulation hit a new high while wages and the cost of living 
rose substantially. On the other hand, foreign exchange availabilities 
and inventories of consumer goods were in short supply. The value of 


the guarani in the black market con- 
tinued to decline. Outstanding factors 
that have adversely affected Paraguay’s 
economy this year include the inability 
of Argentina to supply Paraguay’s 
wheat import requirements or to ab- 
sorb that country’s lumber exports. 


In addition, because Paraguayan cot- 
ton was not in dmeand at satisfactory 
priceg in international markets, the 
Bank of Paraguay was forced to pur- 
chase the entire crop at Government 
support prices. 

The weather was generally favorable. 
Corn planting was in progress during 
most of the quarter and’ the wheat 
multiplication program progressed satis- 
factorily after a slow start. Enough 
wheat seed is likely to be harvested 
from the 470 acres now under cultiva- 
tion for planting at least 3,700 acres 
in 1953. 

Two new airline services connecting 
with Paraguay were inaugurated. A 
Brazilian line initiated twice-weekly 
flights between Rio de Janeiro and 
Asuncion and a Uruguayan line estab- 
lished twice-weekly flights between 
Montevideo and Asuncion. Both lines 
use DC-3’s and maintain agencies in 
Asuncion. The Uruguayan line has 
been booking passages at least 30 days 
in advance. 


Financial Measures Adopted 


The Government adopted several 
measures designed to increase exports, 
restrict imports, and place the financial 
system on a sounder basis. On July 1, 
jurisdiction over the monetary and for- 
eign exchange controls was transferred 
from the Bank of Paraguay to the 
newly established Central Bank of 
Paraguay. The Bank of Paraguay now 
engages in purely commercial banking. 

On August 1, the system of foreign 
exchange control was modified on rec- 
ommendation of the International Mone- 
tary Fund. (For details of new exchange 
system see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Aug. 25, 1952.) 


The par value of the guarani was re- 
tained at the equivalent of 6 guaranies 
per U. S. dollar, while a single official 
market rate of 15 guaranies per dollar 
replaced the multiple-rate system in 
force since March 5, 1951. However, the 
establishment of various exchange sub- 
sidies and surcharges resulted in a 
variety of effective rates (49 guaranies 
=US$1 at the current official free 
market rate). 
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Higher living costs resulted in the 
granting of general minimum wage in- 
creases of 80 to 85 percent for commer- 
cial and industrial workers and 50 per- 
cent for some Government workers. 
Price increases were permitted on do- 
mestic goods to make up for the higher 


labor costs and on imported goods to 
compensate for the increased landed 
cost of imports following devaluation of 
the guarani. Higher prices were also 
established for agricultural crops in an 
endeavor to encourage more extensive 
cultivation. 

The national fiscal budget for the 
year ending July 1, 1953, has been ap- 
proved and the revised foreign exchange 
budget for the calendar year 1952 made 
public. Details of the fiscal budget are 
not available, but it presupposes a bal- 
anced budget of 248,000,000 guaranies, 
compared with the amended budget of 
188,000,000 for the preceding fiscal 
year. 

Imports for calendar 1952 were fixed 
at the equivalent of $30,800,000, with 
$7,000,000 budgeted for nontrade Goy- 
ernment expenditures, the servicing of 
foreign capital investments, and other 
invisibles. No indication was given of 


the percentage of the total foreign ex- 
change budget already utilized. 


Foreign Trade Slightly Improved 


No foreign trade figures are available. 
However, indications are that exports 
were almost completely inactive in July, 
began moving in August after the new 
exchange control system accorded more 
favorable exchange treatment to most 
exports, and by the end of September 
were making favorable progress. In 
September, 900 tons of raw cotton were 
sold to West German buyers at satis- 
factory prices. 

The granting of exchange for imports 
continued on a highly selective basis 
(particularly for those payable in hard 
currencies), with essential goods getting 
top priority. However, import shipments 
ordered several months ago continued 
to flow into the country and included, 
among the most important, 20,000 tons 
of wheat from the United States and 
20 West German busses for the Asun- 
cion transit system. 

Importers of agricultural and road- 
building equipment and of other basic 
products essential to agriculture were 
disappointed because no imports were 
authorized under the initial advance of 
$1,900,000 made by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment as part of the $5,000,000 agricul- 
tural development loan granted to Para- 
guay in December 1951. Trade sources 
indicate that, even if equipment is or- 
dered in the immediate future, it will 
not reach Paraguay in time to be of 
more than partial use during the forth- 
coming crop season. 

The initial shipment of equipment for 
the installation of industrial plants 
transferred from Italy under agree- 


(Continued on Page 26) 





Agriculture Expanding 


The Cameroons Development Corpo- 
ration has reported noteworthy accom- 
plishments in carrying out its agricul- 
tural expansion program which was 
started in 1947 in the British Camer- 
oons. During the 5-year period ended in 
1951, its landholdings expanded output 
of palm oil from 1,320 tons to 2,463 
tons; palm kernels, 788 tons to 1,265 
tons; and rubber, 1,323 tons to 1,609 
tons. 

Cultivation of bananas was the .dom- 
inant activity of the Corporation and 
banana exports increased from 1,250,- 
000 stems in 1947 to 5,750,000 stems in 
1951. Prospects for continued expansion 
in banana exports during 1952 have 
been considered very promising, esti- 
mates running as high as 8,000,000 
stems. 

Although its status is that of a 
United Nations Trust Territory, the 
British Cameroons for local admin- 
istrative purposes is integrated within 
the Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria. 


in British Cameroons 


The Cameroons Development Corpo- 
ration is a public enterprise which was 
established by the Nigerian Government 
in December 1946 to assume permanent 
operation of estates in British Cam- 
eroons of German nationals previously 
taken over in 1939 by the Custodian 
of Enemy Property for Nigeria. These 
lands were purchased by the Govern- 
ment of Nigeria and leased to the Came 
eroons Development Corporation. 


In terms of its legislative authority, 
the Corporation is accorded broad pow- 
er to engage in all functions necessary 
to develop the former German estates 
along modern lines, including the bor- 
rowing of capital, engagement of labor, 
and the conduct of trades and busi- 
nesses, etc. 


Annual profits are to be used for 
the benefit of the people of the Cam- 
eroons as a whole. During the 1947-51 
period, the Corporation reported net 
profits of about £186,000, which were 
turned over to the Nigerian Govern- 
ment. 
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British Steel Prospect 
Continues To Improve 


The steel shortage during the first 
half of 1952 was a direct cause of lower 
output in some of the United Kingdom’s 
principal export industries, but the out- 
look has recently improved consider- 
ably. 

A shortage of steel making materials 
slowed down production in 1951, inter- 
rupting the steady and substantial rise 
in output since the end of the war. 
Britain produced 16,293,000 tons of 
steel ingots and castings in 1950 but 
only 15,639,000 tons last year. 


Steel output in September, at 1,429,- 
000 tons, however, set a new record 
for that month and brought the total 
for the first 9 months of the year up 
to 11,829,000 tons. 


Production must average 1,390,300 
tons a month in the fourth quarter of 
1952 in order to reach 16,000,000 tons 
for the year. It is now confidently ex- 
pected that crude steel production may 
in fact amount to as much as 16,250,000 
tons in 1952, largely because the raw 
materials situation has improved. 

The main factor in the upturn in steel 
output has been the expansion of pig 
iron production, which is 10 percent 
higher than in 1951. Greater pig iron 
production, significantly larger pig iron 
imports, together with slightly improved 
foreign scrap imports indicate a strong 
likelihood that the expected level of 
crude steel production will be reached. 
In addition, production usually reaches 
its highest rate in the last 4 months of 
the year when there are no vacation 
periods to interrupt operations. 


New Steel Mill Opened 


A new cold reduction mill and tin- 
plate works employing 1,000 workers 
and capable of producing 400,000 tons of 
tinplate a year came into operation 
early in October. This plant, located 
at Trostre, is reputed to be one of the 
most modern of its kind in the world. 

The completion of this plant marks 
the end of the first phase of the £60,- 
000,000 plan of the Steel Co. of Wales 
for the rejuvenation of the steel and 
tinplate industry in South Wales. The 
potential steel production of South 
Wales and Monmouthshire at present 
amounts to more than 3,500,000 tons a 
year. This area now accounts for about 
20 percent of the country’s steel pro- 
duction, 


Steel Imported From U. S. 


More than 750,000 tons of steel were 
imported into the United Kingdom dur- 
ing the first 8 months of 1952 from the 
United States and Western Europe. 
These imports have materially helped 
to overcome the steel shortage in the 
metal using industries. 

As a result of discussions held early 
in 1952 in Washington between the 
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Yugoslav Trade Deficit Higher; 
Drought Affects Farm Output 


For the second time in 3 years Yugoslavia will be required to im- 
port foodstuffs as well as machinery and raw materials. This new set- 
back wipes out the substantial progress which had been made toward 
elimination of that country’s trade deficit. Yugoslavia’s trade balance 
fluctuated widely during the first 8 months of 1952, first showing a posi- 


tive trend and then a strongly negative 
one. The variations were due primarily 
to foodstuffs. A bumper agricultural 
crop in 1951 was followed by a low crop 
caused by the severe drought of the 
present season. 

In September the Yugoslav Govern- 
ment reviewed the trade forecasts for 
the remainder of the fiscal year and 
concluded that the deficit in the balance 
of payments would amount to $153,- 
000,000 by June 30, 1953. Prompt and 
drastic measures were taken to meet 
the situation. 


These temporary measures included: 

@ An embargo on most food exports. 

@ The prohibition of imports of many 
goods not classified either as food or 
raw-material necessities. ° 

@ Adjustments in the foreign trade 
coefficients. 


® Giving of authority to the National 





British and U.S. Governments, the 
United States agreed to make 1,000,000 
long tons of steel, including scrap and 
pig iron earmarked for the United 
States from oversea sources, available 
to the United Kingdom for purchase 
during 1952. 

By June 30 some 309,000 tons of steel, 
20,000 tons of pig iron and 38,194 tons 
of scrap had arrived in the United King- 
dom. Under the terms of the agree- 
ment, the remaining 600,000 tons are 
to be made available to Britain by the 
end of December. 


Allocation System Continued 


To insure an equitable distribution 
of existing supplies among domestic 
users and the channeling of supplies to 
the producers of the most essential 
goods, the Government introduced a 
steel allocation scheme in February 
1952. 


As steel production is now estimated 
at a minimum of 16,000,000 tons and 
imports at about 1,500,000 tons, be- 
tween 750,000 and 1,000,000 tons more 
steel should be available this year than 
last to home users. As a result, many 
sections of industry now feel that the 
steel allocation scheme should be ended. 


Although the Government has in- 
creased fourth-quarter steel allocations 
to leading consuming industries from 
5 to 10 percent above that of the third 
quarter, it does not appear likely that 
steel supplies will be sufficiently large 
to permit the abandoning of this scheme. 





Bank to provide bonuses for exports in 
certain cases. 


@ An increase in export targets. 
@ Imposition of special charges in ad- 


dition to coefficients to discourage non- 
essential imports. 


@ Prohibition of general sale of scarce 
metals on the domestic market. 

It is understood that, in addition, the 
Government will permit state agencies 
to reenter the domestic market to buy 
up and export goods which, though of 
export quality, are not reaching export 
channels. 

Moreover, strict controls over for- 
eign exchange were instituted. A previ- 
ous decree which authorized exporters 
to retain 45 percent of their foreign- 
exchange earnings was amended so that 
only 20 percent of foreign-exchange 
earnings may now be retained. The sale 
of foreign exchange to private individ- 
uals for travel purposes, only recently 
authorized by decree, was temporarily 
forbidden and sale to Government agen- 
cies was severely circumscribed. 


Economic Reforms Not Abandoned 


Although the Government was forced 
to impose strict but temporary controls 
on foreign-exchange operations which 
had been freed in July of this year, in- 
dications are strong that the reforms of 
the new economic system will be con- 
tinued as rapidly as possible under ex- 
isting handicaps. 

Apparently there is no intention to 
return to compulsory food deliveries, ra- 
tioning, or price control, despite the 
shortage of agricultural products and 
expectation of a rise in food prices. The 
Government is in a much better posi- 
tion to handle the emergency than in 
1950. It has undertaken to import 
enough supplies to close the major gaps 
in food shortages and to complete dis- 
tribution to remote mountainous areas 
before heavy snowfall. 

Wheat requirements are estimated at 
600,000 metric tons, and most of this 
amount has already been contracted. 
Other foodstuffs which, according to Yu- 
goslav estimates, must be obtained from 
outside sources include 30,000 tons of 
lard and 15,000 tons of pulses. 

Large carryover stocks of last year’s 
bountiful forage crop have eased the 
pressure for importing animal feed- 
stuffs. Nevertheless, 150,000 tons of/ 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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Cuban Sugar Situation Is Easier; 
Production of Metals Increases 


Cuba had sold practically all of its 1952 sugar assigned for sale on 
the world market, exclusive of the United States, by the end of Septem- 
ber. Any further sales would have to be made from the special quota 
withheld from the market through special financing arrangements with 


banks. With almost all of its U. S. quota 
delivered, Cuba was anticipating an in- 
crease in this quota. 


The price of Cuban molasses, after 
two large September sales to U. S. 
buyers, dropped from 20 cents to 7 
cents a gallon within 90 days, and Cuba 
had an unsold balance of 245 million 
gallons. 


Mining continued to expand during 
the third quarter of the year. Produc- 
tion of manganese in September ap- 
proximated the record figure of 26,000 
long tons. Production of nickel-plus-co- 
balt at Nicaro exceeded 2 million pounds 
monthly. There was activity on iron 
properties previously unworked; in Sep- 
tember, 19,000 tons of 66 percent Fe 
reached the docks. 

The old Caledonia metallurgical 
chromite mine was reactivated and 
yielded 12,000 tons of ore during the 
summer. Copper production continued 
at a high level, about 3% million pounds 
monthly; refractory chromite averaged 
4,700 long tons monthly. The upward 
trend in iron and manganese is expected 
to continue indefinitely. 


Developments in most sectors of the 
Cuban economy were discouraging in 
the third quarter of the year. Labor 
disturbances, originated by henequen 
workers, spread in late September 
throughout the textile industry. Build- 
ing construction tapered off, and prog- 
ress on public works was retarded. 


Although wholesale inventories were 
less burdensome than in preceding quar- 
ters and most consumer goods continued 
in fairly good demand, merchants han- 
dling heavy equipment encountered in- 
creasing sales resistance and some can- 
cellations. Bank credit continued tight, 
and Government revenue collections 
sagged below budget estimates. 


Textile Industry Slumps 

The Cuban textile industry in the 
third quarter experienced its poorest 
showing since the severe slump of 1948- 
49. Current difficulties appeared to be 
due to maintenance of domestic produc- 
tion at a level beyond actual market re- 
quirements during the past 18 months. 
Another factor was the persistent entry 
of contraband shipments. In September 
more than half of Cuba’s cotton and 
rayon looms were shut down. About 800 
looms were operating at capacity and 
the remainder at 50 to 60 percent. 

A record amount of 80,000 quintals of 
black-bean seed was distributed for sow- 
ing during August and September. Al- 





though coffee production will probably 
surpass last year’s crop, an embargo 
has been placed on exports to guarantee 
an adequate supply for domestic use. 

The sun-grown planting tobacco quota 
for 1952-53 was increased to 775,000 
quintals, representing a crop of about 
86 million pounds, higher than the pre- 
ceding crop. 

Winter-vegetabie plantings were late 
in getting under way because of delay 
in the arrangement of adequate financ- 
ing; no estimate of the crop could be 
made until the end of the hurricane sea- 
son, 

Construction Declines 


Private construction continued to lose 
momentum during the quarter because 
of threatened rent cuts. The housing 
law, in its final form, called for rent 
reductions in scale ranging up to 20 per- 
cent on relatively modest quarters con- 
structed since the rent-control measure 
of 1945. 


Building permits for Habana Province 
aggregated almost 10 million pesos dur- 
ing the quarter. The aggregate in Sep- 
tember was 3 percent below that for 
August and 22 percent below the pre- 
ceding September. 


Activity on public works also tended 
to decline. Whereas contractors report- 
ed that payments had been kept rela- 
tively current, the Acting Minister of 
Public Works indicated that appropriat- 
ed funds were so depleted that person- 
nel might have to be cut further. For 
the first time in several years the do- 
mestic cement industry almost caught 
up with its former large backlog of 
orders and could make fairly prompt 
deliveries. 


The decline in sales of construction 
materials, machinery, and hardware was 
accentuated during the quarter; sugar- 
mill purchases were reported to be 
down at least 50 percent from last year. 
Retail sales in July improved over June, 
but a gradual decline set in thereafter, 
and September sales were down at least 
10 percent from last year. 


The principal effect of the U. S. steel 
strike was a slight shortage of autos in 
the low-price field. Inventories in most 
lines were no longer burdensome, The 
general feeling among importers was 
that a slight downward readjustment 
was inevitable, but no serious declines in 
sales were expected in the fall months. 

Bank clearings totaled 306.5 million 





U. S. Dollar Rate Falls 
In Hong Kong 


The open-market rate for U. S. 
dollars in Hong Kong has declined 
in recent months, partly because 
of persistent rumors that the Thai 
Government will take measures to 
establish a legal gold market. 

Should the Thai gold market 
be legally established, Hong Kong 
will lose its principal market for 
exports of that metal, and the 
open-market U. S. dollar rate, 
which relies heavily on gold im- 
porters for support, will probably 
remain low for an extended pe- 
riod. 

The monthly average open-mar- 
ket telegraphic transfer rate for 
U. S. dollars decreased from 
HK$6.56 in June to HK$6.475 in 
July, to HK$6.42 in August, and 
then to HK$6.37 in September in 
anticipation of this Thai measure. 

It should be noted that sterling 
is strengthening against the dol- 
lar in the free markets of the 
world, a factor which also has had 
a depressing effect on the Hong 
Kong-United States exchange rate. 
—Con. Gen., Hong Kong. 











India Forms National 
Development Council 


Formation of a National Develop- 
ment Council to further the objectives 
of India’s 5-year national development 


program has been announced by the 
government of India. 

The Council, which will make its 
recommendations to the State govern- 
ments, is composed of the Prime Min- 
ister of India, the Chief Ministers of all 
States, and the members of the Plan- 
ning Commission, 





pesos in August, up 1.5 million from 
those in 1951. Weekly figures for Sep- 
tember showed no significant change. 
The credit situation remained tight, and 
the cash reserves of many banks were 
nearing the legal minimum. 


Government revenue collections ear- 
marked for budget expenditures were 
about 75 million pesos, slightly less than 
for the corresponding months in 1951. 
Revenues appear to be accruing at an 
annual rate of some 290 million pesos, 
substantially below the 336.3 million 
pesos budgeted for this year. 


A system of national bank-deposit 
insurance was instituted on September 
11. A fund of 10 million pesos will be 
created out of contributions from the 
National Bank and the commercial 
banks, and depositors will be insured 
up to the limit of $10,000 each, 
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Prime Ministers Plan 
Economic Conference 


Financial and trade experts from 
eight Commonwealth countries have 
been laying the groundwork for what 
some observers consider will be the 
most important meeting of the Prime 
Ministers of the British Commonwealth 
since the Ottawa Conference of 1932. 

Since September 22, these high-rank- 
ing officials and technicians have been 
exchanging views and preparing work- 
ing documents on different aspects of 
Commonwealth economic relations. The 
three most important topics to appear 
on the agenda are believed to be a dis- 
cussion of the dollar problem and the 
prospects for sterling convertibility; 
past and future progress toward eco- 
nomic development in the Common- 
wealth; and the commercial policies of 
sterling area countries, both toward 
each other and toward nonsterling coun- 
tries. . 

No official announcement is expected 
until the ministers have concluded their 
talks in November or early December. 
However, it is understood that the min- 
isters will discuss the posibilities of 
decreasing the past emphasis on import 
restrictions in favor of other measures 
which the sterling area might adopt to 
meet the dollar problem. 


Investment Problems Studied 


The need for developing new sources 
of raw materials and production in the 
Commonwealth poses another problem 
for the ministers to consider. The con- 
ference is expected to consider how the 
United Kingdom’s currently limited re- 
sources for oversea investment can best 
be used and to explore the possibilities 
of setting up machinery for screening 
and supervising proposals for develop- 
ment. Other sources of capital outside 
of the Commonwealth and the role of 
the International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank may also be discussed. 


It is anticipated that the Common- 
wealthe commercial policy discussions 
will revolve around two topics: the mer- 
its of retaining and increasing the mar- 
gins of imperial preference as opposed 
to freer trade along the lines of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade; and possible methods of stabiliz- 
ing commodity prices. 

Despite the fact that a substantial 
element in the United Kingdom cur- 
rently favors retaining and building _up 
the system of imperial preferences, ob- 
servers are generally agreed that mar- 
gins of imperial preference are not apt 
to increase. Such a scheme is opposed 
not only by an equally important body 
of opinion in the United Kingdom, but 
by many Commonwealth countries as 
well, 


In addition, the Chancellor of thé Ex- 
chequer explicitly stated last July that 
any policy decided at the conference 
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U. K. Government Seeks To Denationalize 
lron, Steel, and Long-Distance Trucking 


The British Government formally in- 
troduced two bills in Parliament on 
November 5 calling, respectively, for the 
return of the steel and trucking indus- 
tries to private owners. 


The Government proposes that the 
assets of the Iron and Steel Corpora- 
tion, a holding company which controls 
the nationalized parts of the steel in- 
dustry, should be transferred to a Huld- 
ing and Realization Agency. This agency 
would then arrange for the return to 
private ownership of companies nation- 
alized under the Iron and Steel Act of 
1949. (Details of the operations of this 
holding agency were reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Sept. 1, 1952, p. 4.) 


Bills Call for Two New Boards 


The bill to denationalize the iron and 
steel industry also calls for the estab- 
lishment of an Iron and Steel Board 
with wide powers to supervise and con- 
trol all firms in the industry whether 
or not they have been nationalized. In 
substituting regulation for public own- 
ership, the Government is seeking to 
restore competition and initiative to the 
iron and steel industry and at the same 
time assure that current and long-run 
national interests in the price, produc- 
tion, and investment policies of this 
key industry will be met. 


Among other powers, the Iron and 
Steel Board would be authorized to de- 
cide what investments should be per- 
mitted and what prices should be 
charged. The Board would also be al- 
lowed to import raw materials at high 
prices and sell them below cost if nec- 





Sindri Fertilizer Plant Saves 
Foreign Exchange for India 


The Sindri Fertilizer Factory enabled 
India to save 326,000,000 rupees in for- 
eign exchange (1 rupee = US$0.21) 
within its first year of operations in 
that country. ' 

The saving was effected despite the 
fact that the factory has not yet reached 
its maximum capacity of 350,000 tons of 
ammonium sulfate annually. 

The factory, which started operations 
in September 1951, utilizes the gypsum 
process of making ammonium sulfate 
and therefore does not require sulfuric 
acid. 





would have to be coordinated with the 
United States and Western European 
nations. 

It is understood that the marketing 
of such important sterling area com- 
modities as. Australian wool, Indian 
jute, and Malayan rubber will be stud- 
ied, and the conference may be expect- 
ed to underline the importance of 
smoothing out wide fluctuations itt com- 
modity prices. 


essary to subsidize the high-cost sectors 


of the industry and thus keep prices 
down. 


The main feature of the Transport 
Bill is the denationalization of long- 
distance trucking. Under the terms of 
the bill, the 41,000 trucks which have 
been acquired by the Road Haulage 
Executive since nationalization of road 
haulage in 1947 would be sold to private 
operators. A Road Haulage Disposal 
Board would be set up to supervise dis- 
posal of the trucking units. 

Members of the British Labor Party 
have indicated that their party will 
vigorously oppose these bills and will 
seek to reverse them if and when they 
are returned to power. 





Yugoslavia Presents 


MSA Purchase List 


The Yugoslav Government on October 
21 presented to the Belgrade office of 
the Mutual Security Agency a final 
draft of the shopping list for which it 
wishes to utilize the first allotment of 
$30,000,000 of MSA funds for the fiscal 
year 1952-53. 


Purchase authorizations have already 
been issued for a little over half the ‘ 
total amount. The items requested are 
all raw materials except for corn and 
lard, which are included as a result of 
the drought. 


The items and the amounts requested 
are: 











Commodity Quantity Value Percent of 
(metric ($1,000) import 
tons) require- 

ments 

Ce his doit ae 156,000 $3,900 30 

Coal for coking .. 80,000 800 25 for 

Italy 

Aviation gasoline 8,000 490 45 

Lubricating oils 500 100 @) 

Tetraethyl lead 100 80 (*) 

COEROM « - ssiiimniccaae 7,600 6,900 -19.5 

pep iaaretoqaer-< » 1,100 580 6 

IE diciaccsencdakcts 1,000 190 6.5 

Tene «thins. x 600 100 50 

Gunpowder ........ 4 212 , 610 50 

Brass bars ......... os 130 120 25 

Various Steel 

products _........... 26,400 4,630. 50 

Construction and 

alloy steel and 
o SRI ciccitphlinge 1,400 870 §=6 BO 
Shipbuilding steel 

ID icie cde casacies 500 @) 
Highspeed 

tool ‘steel ............ —— 200 = (*) 
Ship and under- 

ground cables .... ——— 100 _ 
Motorcar spare 

Rees See _—_ 175 = 

, | sin hee 275 > 

Maize .....0.0.0.00...:000 100,000 1,400 33 

Bee 2 nia. .» 3,500 1,000 8.7 

Transportation ...... —- 1,080 — 

Total _......... - 30,000 





1 Small ee of import requirements 
which will determined later on basis of 
military necessity. 

2 Special repairs. 
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Austria's Trade Balance Shows Improvement 
As Imports Drop and Some Exports Increase 


Austria’s trade deficit in the first 6 
months of 1952, amounting to $120,000,- 
000, was precariously large in relation 
to U.S. aid prospects, but the situation 
showed signs of improvement in July 
and August. 

Imports dropped to $52,000,000 in July 
and to $50,000,000 in August as com- 
pared with the monthly average of $61,- 
000,000 for the 6-month period. U. S. 
financed imports fell to $4,000,000 in 
August from an average of $10,000,000 
during the first half of 1952. 

The drop in imports, along with col- 
lection of outstanding foreign-exchange 
claims, and high tourist earnings, helped 
Austria to improve its balance-of-pay- 
ments position. 

For the first time in the history of 
the European Payments Union, Austria 
achieved a surplus position and was able 
to earn $14,500,000 from the EPU as the 
result of July and August operations. 
Austria’s payments to EPU in Septem- 
ber were $300,000 above receipts. The 
schilling continued to maintain its un- 


expected strength on both the Zurich 
and Vienna markets. 


Upturn in Textile Exports 

Total exports in August were $39,000,- 
000, about the same as in July. Exports 
of lumber, lumber products, and ma- 
chinery were slightly below the July 
level, but exports of fertilizer, artificial 
fibers, paper, metal goods, and cotton 
yarn increased. 

The increase in exports of cotton yarn 
and artificial fiber substantiates the 
claim of business groups that there has 
been an upturn in the textile export 
business in recent months. The United 
»- States took $2,700,000 worth of exports 
in August, or 7 percent of total Austrian 
exports. , 

A favorable omen for the future was 
the receipt of contracts by Voest, the 
only large-scale exporter of pig iron 
in Austria, for delivery of 60,000 metric 
tons to the United Kingdom during the 
remainder of 1952, and an additional 
300,000 metric tons in 1953. 


Another encouraging sign was the re- 
ceipt of a $400,000 contract by Elin 
A.G., Austria’s outstanding electric 
manufacturing enterprise, from _ the 
U. S. Bureau of Reclamation for de- 
livery of five power transformers. 


Lower imports of grain were ex- 
pected because of large stocks and 
higher domestic deliveries to market. 
During July and August bread-grain 
deliveries were nearly 124,000 metric 
tons as compared with 67,000 metric 
tons for the like period of 1951. Beef 
was in slight surplus on some markets 


and producer prices generally were 
slightly below the ceiling level. 


The Austrian Government recently 
has declared 2,000 cattle in surplus and 
has approved their export, the first ex- 
ample of substantial meat exports from 
Austria since the meat crisis in the 
summer of 1951. 


The net trade deficit for August was 
$11,000,000, offset by possibly $5,000,000 
in invisible earnings. Austria receives 
approximately $6,000,000 per month in 
U.S. aid. 


Devaluation Prospects Fade 


The Austrian Minister of Commerce 
announced on October 13 that he had 
decided to withdraw his support for an 
immediate adjustment of the exchange 
rate. He pointed out that devaluation at 
this time would jeopardize present ef- 
forts to stabilize the economy. Devalua- 
tion would increase the schilling price of 


imported commodities and lead to de- 
mands for a new wage-price agreement. 
The Minister of the Interior an- 
nounced there would be no consideration 
of devaluation until after the Austrian 
elections, scheduled for early 1953. 
The previous uncertainty regarding ° 
the exchange rate probably had a damp- 
ening effect on exports. Exports in the 
first 10 months of this year amounted to 
only 86 percent of export licenses 
granted; in previous years the average 
was nearly 95 percent.—Emb., Vienna. 





The French Line passenger liner De- 
Grasse, which was withdrawn from the 
New York run last year to make way 
for the new liner Flandre, probably 
will be brought back in April for the 
spring-summer travel rush, an official 
of the line says. 

The DeGrasse has been operating be- 
tween France and the West Indies, but 
its diversion to help out on the Atlantic 
run would mean no disruption in the 
Indies service as the new liner Antille 
is reported ready to enter that run in 
April. 





Recommendations which may well 
affect the future economic develop- 
ment of Central America were re- 
cently made at Tegucigalpa, Hon- 
duras, at the close of the Central 


American Economic Ministers Con- 
ference. 


The Conference was held from 
August 23 to 27 under the terms of 
the Charter of San Salvador, signed 
by the five Central American Repub- 
lics on October 14, 1951, 


Several recommendations, all de- 
signed to improve economic condi- 
tions in Central America, were an- 
nounced by the Ministers. These may 
be summarized as follows: 


@ The economies of the five repub- 
lics should be further integrated, and 
economic development projects re- 
quiring joint action should be under- 
taken. 

@ The Food and Agricultural Organi- 
zation and other specialized agencies 
of the United Nations, working with 
the Economic Commission for Latin 
America, should be requested to for- 
mulate specific development projects. 
Preference should be given to the 
following industries, among others: 
cotton, oilseeds, livestock, dairy prod- 
ucts, preparation of meat and hides, 
shoes, leather articles, fishing, for- 
estry and lumber, pulp and paper, 
rubber, tires, tubes, and other rubber 
articles, and matches. 


@ Experts from the United Nations 
should be requested, with the help 





Central American Economic Ministers 
Announce Recommendations 


of the various Governments, to make 
an over-all study of the Central 
American electrical industry. Special 
attention should be paid to the pro- 
grams in the individual countries and 
to the possibilities of interconnecting 
these systems. 

® Attention and encouragement 
should be given to over-all study of 
transportation problems in Central 
America. 

@ The Economic Commission for 
Latin America, working with appro- 
priate international financial organi- 
zations, should study the methods of 
financing which would be most suit- 
able for carrying out the economic 
development plans of Central Ameri- 
can countries. ° 

@ The Economic Commission for 
Latin America should consider the 
possibility of establishing an_insti- 
tute for the study of Central Amer- 
ican economic problems. The insti- 
tute would carry out detailed studies 
on the best means for utilizing nat- 
ural resources, improving the tech- 
niques of industry, and, in general, 
improving economic. conditions 
throughout Central America. 

@ The specialized agencies of the 
United Nations should be requested 
to suggest the best means for utiliz- 
ing and increasing the capabilities 
of Central American technicians and 
laborers. 


(See Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Dec. 24, 1951, for a feature article 
on the Charter of San Salvador.) 
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Costa Rican Economy 


Business houses in Costa Rica re- 
ported a pickup in sales and new or- 
ders in October, marking the begin- 
ning of the seasonal upswing customary 
at the end of the year. 

Bank loans were on the increase and 
bank deposits were concurrently declin- 
ing, which largely reflects the financing 
of the forthcoming coffee crop. The 
Oficina del Cafe estimated that the 
new crop would be some 30 percent 
larger than last year and, although this 
forecast may prove to be overoptimistic, 
planters were agreed that the crop 
would be excellent. 


Statistics recently released by the 
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Remains Prosperous 


Ministry of Economy and Finance 
showed imports in the first half of the 
year valued at $32,000,000, against ex- 
ports of $28,500,000. The actual value of 
exports was considerably higher, how- 
ever, because of the arbitrarily low 
figure used for computing the value 
of banana exports, 


A proposed amendment to the 1952 
ordinary budget for an additional ap- 
propriation of 9 million colones (5.67 
colones=US$1) was placed before the 
Legislative Assembly in October. The 
revenue would be available, the Admin- 
istration revealed, from surplus funds 
arising from larger-than-anticipated re- 
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Finland Is Building 


New Power Plants 


Possibilities exist for the generation 
of 15,000 million kw.-hr. to 20,000 million 


kw.-hr. annually in Finland, according to 
a recent inventory of power resources. 
At the end of 1951 the total power 
generated was 4,600 million kw.-hr. Of 
the unused resources amounting to 
about 10,500 kw.-hr. to 15,500 kw.-hr., 
only 35 percent is south of Lake Oulu- 
jarvi, 12 percent in the Oulujoki area, 


and 53 percent north of the Oulujoki 
area. 


The Isohaara power plant at Kemi is 
now the only large plant in northern 
Finland. Power plants under way or 
projected in the Oulujoki area will add 
approximately 1,000 million kw.-hr. to 
Finland’s annual power supply. . The 
importance of northern Finland’s power 
resources is emphasized by the fact that 
only 300 kw.-hr. of additional power 
could be obtained in southern Finland 
rivers. 

The Industrialization Committee re- 
ported in October 1951 that 4,800 mil- 
lion kw.-hr. of additional power could be 
generated in the Oulujoki and Kemi- 
joki areas. The first power plant in a 
tributary to the Kemjoki, now under 
construction at Jumisko by the Pohjo- 
lan Voima Company, probably will be 
completed in 1954. 


The power-generating plants in the 
Oulujoki area, have been under way 
since 1939. Three plants are completed: 
Pyhakoski, Merikoski, and Jylhama. 


The Palli plant will be completed in 
early 1953, and it is estimated that 
work at Nuojua will be completed in ~ 
1954. The Montta and Utanen plants 
will be in operation in 1955 and 1956, 
respectively. The Pamilo plant in a 
tributary of the Oulu River also is ex- 
pected to be completed in 1956. 





turns on customs receipts. Roughly half 
of the additional funds requested are 
designed for public works. The budget 
amendment, if granted, would bring 
total appropriations for 1952 to about 
192 million colones. 


As a definite step in a project long de- 
veloping, the Administration early in 
October presented a bill to the Legisla- 
tive Assembly for Government acquisi- 
tion and operation of the four small 
privately owned power companies of 
Limon, Puntarenas, Cartago, and Tur- 
rialba, 


These companies form the so-called 
Saxe electric power system. Their gen- 
erating and distribution facilities are 
stated to be in poor condition, and the 
Costa Rican Electricity Institute, a 
semiautonomous Government agency, 
has announced that a program of re- 
habilitation would be started imme- 
diately upon acquisition—Emb., San 
Jose. 


9 














U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Fewer Requests Filed for Licenses 
To Export Irrigation Systems 


Portable aluminum irrigation systems have been in great demand 
abroad, but the situation appears to have changed drastically. Fourth- 
quarter export license applications received by OIT through November 
15 covered less than 300,000 pounds (aluminum content) of systems 
and parts. In contrast, second-quarter applications represented an 


amount far in excess of the increased 
quota of 500,000 pounds which had been 
set for that quarter. 


The popularity of the aluminum sys- 
tems has been due to a number of 
favorable factors. They are durable but 
light enough in weight to be movable 
from field to field. They can quickly be 
assembled, or disassembled, removed to 
another location, and reassembled. 


The systems can be operated at low 
water pressure and they can be used on 
sloping or uneven terrain. Thus, they 
avoid some of the disadvantages of 
ditch irrigation, which requires the 
leveling of land and construction of the 
ditches and is, of course, stationary. 


Because of their many advantages, 
the aluminum systems have come rapid- 
ly into use since 1946 in areas of de- 
ficient or uncertain rainfall, A further 
cause of the increase, with respect to 
foreign countries, was the demand re- 
sulting from U.S.-sponsored Point IV 
and other programs designed to help 
foreign nations expand and improve 
their agricultural production. 


U. S. Manufacture Climbs 


The manufacture of aluminum irri- 
gation systems, both for domestic use 
and for export, is estimated by the Na- 
tional Production Authority to have in- 
creased from 1.75 million pounds in 
1946 to more than 25 million in 1950. 

The manufacturing process is rela- 
tively simple and thus output can easily 
be expanded to meet demand, if the 
raw materials are available. The prob- 
lem of aluminum availability arosé in 
1950, following the outbreak of hostili- 
ties in Korea. 

Expanding defense requirements made 
it necessary to establish control over 
the distribution and use of aluminum, 
and the production and distribution of 
portable aluminum irrigation systems 
became subject to the controls for 
aluminum. The amount of the metal 
which manufacturers could get for pro- 
ducing the systems was curtailed by 
NPA Order M-55, effective March 31, 
1951. The restriction on the use of alum- 
inum for this purpose has been con- 
tinued under the Controlled Materials 
Plan regulations. 


Control of Exports Established 


Restricted output, together with in- 
creased foreign demand, made it neces- 
sary to limit exports so as to insure that 
the number of systems required in 





reaching U. S. agricultural production 
goals would be retained in this coun- 
try. 

Consequently, aluminum irrigation 
systems and parts were added to the 
Positive List effective December 31, 
1951, and a fourth-quarter 1951 export 
quota of 200,000 pounds was established 
for aluminum pipe and aluminum irriga- 
tion systems and parts. Because of the 
lateness of this action, however, few 
applications were received in time to 
be processed before the end of 1951. 


An export allocation of 150,000 
pounds, aluminum content, was estab- 
lished for irrigation systems and parts 
in the first quarter of 1952. Applications 
for licenses greatly exceeded this 
quota, and many of them involved sys- 
tems already fabricated and sold, but 
not shipped, to the foreign buyers. 

Because of the hardship that would 
have resulted from denial of these li- 
censes, authority was granted OIT to 
carry over for use in the first quarter 
the unlicensed balance of the fourth- 
quarter 1951 allocation. Despite this 
larger availability, applications involv- 
ing more than 190,000 pounds of alumi- 
num still could not be approved in the 
first quarter and were carried over for 
consideration in the second quarter. 


The major portion, approximately 75 
percent, of the second-quarter foreign 
demand for aluminum irrigation sys- 
tems came from Israel, Brazil, and the 
Philippines. The Israeli demand was the 
result of a large Government program 
for the development of irrigation as an 
aid in the expansion of agricultural pro- 
duction. This program was endorsed and 
partly financed by the Export-Import 
Bank and the Technical Cooperation 
Administration. 


The large Brazilian demand developed 
partly from the discovery that irriga- 
tion of coffee trees brought a material 
increase in output and partly from the 
desire of farmers to avoid any repeti- 
tion of the disastrous crop loss that 
accompanied the severe drought of the 
preceding year. 


Second-Quarter Quota Increased 

By the time actual allocation for the 
second quarter came up for considera- 
tion the domestic aluminum supply 
situation had commenced to ease. Be- 
cause of this greater availability and 
the large foreign demand, the quarter’s 


Canadian Firm Granted 
Credit for Expansion 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has announced authorization of 
a credit of up to $5,000,000 to Falcon- 
bridge Nickel Mines, Ltd., of Toronto, 
Canada. 

This credit will assist in financing 
the company’s expansion program de- 
signed to increase substantially its pro- 
duction of nickel, cobalt, and copper 
from its extensive Canadian reserves, 

Approximately one-half of the total 
cost of the program will be provided 
by the company from its own resources, 
and the remainder by funds made avail- 
able by the Defense Materials Procure- 
ment Agency and the loan from the 
Export-Import Bank. 

Falconbridge Nickel Mines, Ltd., is 
the second largest producer of nickel 
in the world. It operates mines, mills, 
and smelters in the Sudbury District 
of the Province of Ontario, Canada, and 
a refinery in Norway, and sells metals 
in the United States as well as in 
Western European markets. 

With assets recently reported in ex- 
cess of $20,000,000, the company has 
had a successful financial and operating 
history from its establishment in 1928. 
It has just obtained more than $3,700,- 
000 of new working capital from its 
Canadian stockholders, and in addition 
a stockholder has subscribed for $1,050,- 
000 to be made available next year. 

The borrower contracted with the 
Defense Materials Procurement Agency 
on February 14, 1952, to deliver to 
the U. S. Government by 1961 not less 
than 50,000,000 pounds of nickel and 
1,500,000 pounds of cobalt, and has an 
option to deliver an additional 25,000,000 
pounds of nickel and 25,000,000 pounds 
of copper. These metals, the production 
of which will be accelerated by the 
Bank’s loan, are of vital importance to 
the military and industrial strength of 
the United States. 

The credit will be used mainly to as- 
sist in deepening the present main shaft 
and sinking a new shaft at the com- 
pany’s Falconbridge Mine, developing 
and equipping its new Hardy mine, and 
expanding the capacity of its mill and 
smelter so as to produce a minimum of 
35,000,000 pounds or more of combine 
nickel and cobalt per year. 

The credit, with interest at 5 percent 
annually, is to be repaid in 10 semian- 
nual installments beginning in 1955. 


(Export-Import Bank press release, Nov, 
7, 1952.) 





export quota was increased to 500,000 
pounds. 


Applications for licenses again great- 
ly exceeded the allocation and, as a 


(Continued on Page 11) 
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More Rice Exports To 


A total of 5,617,706 bags of rice has 
been exported or licensed for export 
since August 1, 1952, the beginning of 
the current crop year, OIT has 
announced. 

The increased export allocation for 
the period August 1-December 31, as 
announced by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture November 5, is 9,700,055 
one-hundred pound bags, which leaves 
a balance of 4,082,349 bags to be 
licensed before December 31. 


In announcing the increased export 
allocation, the Department of Agricul- 
ture stated that the increase had been 
made possible primarily by a substantial 
increase in the estimated 1952 rice crop 
over the August crop estimate, on which 
the initial allocation of 7,280,000 bags 
was based, and by the sharp increase in 
the rate of milling. The increased allo- 
cation will permit a rate of export 
movement which should prevent supplies 
from piling up at mills and in storage. 

Of the balance to be licensed against 
the adjusted allocation, 1,712,429 bags 
are set aside for procurement by the 
Quartermaster Corps and the Com- 
modity Credit Corporation for use by 
the Department of Defense and in the 
occupied areas of Korea and the Ryu- 
kus, leaving 2,369,920 bags to be li- 
censed for commercial export. 


Be Licensed by OIT 


For Switzerland, Belgium, and the 
Middle East, applications approximately 
equal the unlicensed balance for these 
areas. OIT is holding these applications 
pending receipt of copies of letters of 
credit or amendments to letters of 
credit where they have expired. In ad- 
dition, OIT said, some of the applica- 
tions for Belgium fail to give the re- 
quired import license number. 

No applications are pending in OIT 
for Indonesia and Ceylon, unlicensed 
balances for which amount to 798,414 
“pockets” (100-pound bags) and 468,000 
pockets respectively. For the Republic 
of Korea, where there is an unlicensed 
balance of 300,000 pockets, pending ap- 
plications totaling 1,412,140 pockets are 
not supported by copies of contracts and 
letters of credit, or import license 
numbers. 

Exporters are reminded that for all 
countries outside the Western Hemi- 
sphere, applications must be accom- 
panied by consignee end-use statements 
as required in Section 372.3 (d) of the 
Comprehensive Export Schedule. They 
also are reminded that all copies of 
documents submitted with applications 
must be certified as true copies of the 
original, even though they are photo- 
static copies, in accordance with Section 


372.3, note 3, of the Comprehensive 
Export Schedule. 





Fewer Requests Filed 
(Continued from Page 10) 


result, applications for a total of ap- 
proximately 875,000 pounds were car- 
ried over for consideration in the third 
quarter, 

Continued improvement in the alumi- 
num supply situation and failure of 
domestic demand for the systems to 


reach anticipated levels, as well as the 
approach of the period of normally low 
domestic demand, permitted an increase 
in the allocation of aluminum irrigation 
systems and parts to a total of 1,000,000 
pounds for the third quarter of 1952. 

As a result of this increased quota 
and a falling off in demand from Israel 
and Brazil, export licenses were granted 
on all acceptable applications carried 
over from the second quarter and on 
virtually all those received in the third 
quarter, 


The decline in demand from Israel 
was occasioned by the reduction of re- 
quirements for the Israeli irrigation 
project below previously indicated 
levels, In Brazil, the approaching end 
of the normal irrigation season, absence 
of extensive and severe drought, and 
a decreasing availability of dollar ex- 


change all contributed to the lower 
demand. 


An open-end export quota was es- 


November 24, 1952 


tablished for aluminum irrigation sys- 
tems and parts for the fourth quarter 
of 1952. This change from a fixed quan- 
titative allocation was decided upon be- 
cause of a substantial further easing in 
the aluminum situation, the end of the 
season of peak domestic demand, and 
an expected further decline in foreign 
demand due to decreased availability of 
dollar exchange. 


Under the present open-end quota, 
applications for aluminum irrigation 
systems and parts may be approved 
freely. However, as stated previously, 
applications received through November 
15 totaled less than 300,000 pounds. 





A NEW EDITION OF “UNITED 
STATES IMPORT DUTIES,” contain- 
ing import duty rates and administra- 
tive customs provisions in effect on July 
1, 1952, has now been published by the 
United States Tariff Commission. The 
Bureau of Customs of the Treasury De- 
partment collaborated in the compila- 
tion. 


The volume is published in loose-leaf 
form, and revisions will be issued from 
time to time as supplementary pages. 

The publication and revisions for at 
least a year may be obtained from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C., at $3.25 for domestic and $4.25 
for foreign mailings. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Filing Dates Set for 
CMP, Other Metals 


Filing periods for first-quarter 1953 
export license applications for certain 
non-CMP nonferrous metals and manu- 
factures and second-quarter applications 
for CMP steel and nonferrous commodi- 
ties have been announced by OIT. 


The filing period for the non-CMP 
copper, aluminum, nickel, and tin prod- 
ucts, and Babbitt metal for the ‘first 
quarter of 1953 is December 1 to De- 
cember 15, 1952. This period applies 
to copper and copper base alloy pipe 
fittings, welding electrodes, rods and 
wires; aluminum scrap and corrugated 
sheets; nickel welding rods and wire, 
catalysts and slugs, ores, concentrates, 
scrap, and primary forms, and nickel- 
chrome-boron powder; tin welding rods 
and wire (including solder), metal pow- 
ders, shot, slugs, and collapsible tubes, 
and crude and primary forms; and Bab- 
bitt metal. 


The filing periods for CMP commodi- 
ties for the second quarter of 1953 are 
as follows: commodities with processing 
code STEE, November 24-December 20, 
1952; commodities with processing code 
NONF, December 1-December 31, 1952; 
and commodities with processing code 
TNPL, December 15, 1952-January 9, 
1953. 


The new filing schedules, with a com- 
plete list of commodities involved, »are 
announced in Current Export Bulletin 
No. 684. A special notice in the bulletin 
calls attention to the fact that use of 
revised application form IT-419 (revised 
April 1952), is required on and after 
January 2, 1953. OIT requests exporters 
submitting applications prior to that - 
date under the time schedules listed 
above to use the revised form wherever 
possible. 

Filing periods for copper scrap, cop- 
per base alloy scrap, and copper base 
alloy in ingot form will be announced 
later. (OIT press release 1090, Nov. 13, 
1952.) 





Japanese freighters are expected to 
be offering within 6 months about one- 
half of all regularly scheduled sailings 
between New York and Japan, maritime 
sources report. 

This route is looked upon as one of 
the most lucrative trade lanes linking 
the United States and the Far East. 

Records of November 1950 show that 
just 2 years ago American freighters 
were providing 70 percent of the serv- 
ice on this route, whereas the Japanese 
did not have a single ship on the run. 





A port development loan in the 
amount of 6 million dollars has been 
approved by the voters of Maryland in 
a State-wide election. 

The loan will be administered by the 
Port of Baltimore Commission for self- 
amortizing loans for port improvement. 
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Seventh Session Closes 





GATT Meeting Marked by Prompt 


Action on Economic Problems 


The Seventh Session of the Contracting Parties to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) concluded November 10 after 
handling a number of significant economic questions and solving several 
problems arising under the complaint precedure. The session, held in 


Geneva, convened October 2. 


Completion of the session in less than 
the usual time was attributed largely to 
preparatory work done under the inter- 
sessional machinery the contracting 
parties had set up tentatively last year 
and which they extended and strength- 
ened for the period before the next 
session. 

Among the most significant actions 
taken at the meeting were: 


@ Granting of a waiver of certain ob- 
ligations in GATT, particularly the 
most-favored-nation provisions, in order 
to permit the six countries participating 
in the European Coal and Steel Com- 
munity to fulfill their responsibilities 
under their treaty without violating 
GATT. 

@ Provisional settlement of the dis- 
pute between the United States and 
Belgium concerning import restrictions 
imposed by Belgium against U. S. prod- 
ucts. 

@ Approval of the text of an interna- 
tional convention to ease import of com- 
mercial samples and advertising matter 
and of a code of standards to reduce 
documentary requirements for the im- 
portation of goods. 


@ Consultation with a number of 
countries on import restrictions im- 
posed for balance-of-payment reasons. 

@ Consideration of an application for 
accession to the General Agreement by 
Japan. 

@ Authorization to the Netherlands 
to reduce its imports of wheat flour 
from the United States as an offset to 


restrictions against Netherlands dairy- 


products imposed by the United™States 
under Section 104 of the Defense Pro- 
duction Act. 


@ Successful settlement through a 
panel on complaints of a number of 
disputes among countries’ involving 
charges of violation of the General 
Agreement or the impairment of rights 
under it, 

Further details on these actions fol- 
low: 

Coal and Steel Community: The con- 
tracting parties agreed to waive pro- 
visions of the General Agreement to 
the extent necessary to permit France, 
Italy, the German Federal Republic, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg 
to fulfill their treaty obligations as 





members of the European Coal and 
Stee] Community. 


In general, as far as coal and steel 
products are concerned, rights and obli- 
gations of member states in GATT, 
whether acting singly or as the Com- 
munity, are hereafter to be the same 
as if they were a single contracting 
party whose customs territory included 
European territories of the member 
states. Provisions were also made for 
working relationships between the high 
authority of the Community and the 
contracting parties. . 


Belgian Restrictions on U. S. Goods: 
Early in 1952, the United States filed 
a formal complaint that import restric- 
tions imposed by the Belgium-Luxem- 
bourg Economic Union were damaging 
U. S. trade and constituted a departure 
from GATT obligations. At the recent 
session, Belgium announced its inten- 
tion to return to a regime free from 
quantitative restrictions, and, as a first 
step, to put into effect within the next 
two or three months significant meas- 
ures of relaxation in its dollar import 
restrictions. 

The United States, as well as Canada, 
which was also affected by the restric- 
tions, expressed satisfaction with the 
Belgium proposal and agreed not to 
press further consideration of the mat- 
ter by the contracting parties. 


Commercial Samples, Advertising 
Matter: The contracting parties ap- 
proved the text of an international con- 
vention providing for duty-free entry 
of samples and of certain advertising 
matter. The convention will be opened 
for signature February 1, 1953, and will 
enter into force when 15 states have 
accepted it. 


The parties also agreed to review 
steps taken by governments to give 
effect to principles of valuation con- 
tained in GATT and to ascertain cur- 
rent methods of determining the nation- 
ality of goods. A code of standards was 
adopted on documentary requirements 
for importation of. goods, and abolition 
of consular invoices and consular visas 
by the end of 1956 was recommended. 

Balance-of-Payment Restrictions: The 
contracting parties conducted consul- 
tations with seven countries—Italy, The 
Netherlands, France, Pakistan, Aus- 
tralia, Ceylon, and the United Kingdom 


"U. S. Articles" Are 
Listed by Philippines 


Goods imported into the Philippines 
from the United States on which the 
Philippine Bureau of Customs now re- 
quires notarial manufacturer’s certifi- 
cates or notarial grower’s certificates 
are the following: 

Aluminum products, chocolate can- 
dies, mica, rubber goods and products, 
burlap and paper bags, resin or rosin, 
gums, essential oils, vegetable drugs, 
shoe threads, diamond cutters, and jute 
packing. 

This certification is required for the 
purpose of determining whether the im- 
ported products are “United States arti- 
cles” as defined in the Philippine Trade 
Act of 1946, that is, that they do not 
contain more than 20 percent by value 
of non-U.S. materials other than Philip- 
pine materials and therefore are not 
subject to duty upon entrance into the 
Philippines. (See Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Oct. 27, 1952, p. 24, for details 
of the certificates.) 

Some of the items are included in the 
list because they are known to be rare- 
ly grown or produced in the United 


States, the Philippine customs authori- © 





ties explain.—Emb., Manila. 





—on import restrictions which they ap- 
ply for the purpose of safeguarding 
their balance-of-payments and mone- 
tary reserves. After full and frank ex- 
change of opinion, and consultation with 
International Monetary Fund represen- 
tatives, the consulting governments 
indicated that the views expressed by 
the contracting parties would be con- 
veyed to their respective governments 
for consideration. 

The contracting parties arranged to 
carry out similar consultations in the 
future with Brazil, Chile, Finland, New 
Zealand, Southern Rhodesia, Sweden, 
and the Union of South Africa. 


Application of Japan: The contracting 
parties approved a resolution recogniz- 
ing that Japan, which last July notified 
them of its desire to negotiate for ac- 
cession to GATT, should take “its right- 
ful place in the community of trading 
nations” and to that end should be ad- 
mitted to appropriate international ar- 
rangements. An _ intersessional com- 
mittee was directed to study the situa. 
tion and meet with Japanese represen- 
tatives. The committee will meet Feb- 
ruary 2, 1953. 

U. 8S. Dairy Product Restrictions: 
Cheese exporting countries claiming to 
be affected adversely by U. S. restric- 
tions under Section 104 of the Defense 
Production Act asked the contracting 
parties to recognize their right to with- 
draw certain concessions from the 
United States. The Netherlands, which 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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Sweden Extends OEEC 
Import Free List 


Sweden has enlarged it# list of com- 
modities importable from OEEC coun- 
tries and their respective currency areas 
without formal import licenses. 

The new list, effective November 1, 
1952, includes such items as cameras, 
binoculars, musical instruments, imita- 
tion jewelry, toys, vacuum cleaners, 
laundry and washing machines, certain 
iron and steel manufactures, glass and 
chinaware, and sundry leather articles. 

On the basis of value of Swedish im- 
ports from OEEC areas in 1948, the 
new additions bring the accumulative 
list to about 90 percent of the value 
of total imports from OEEC areas. 


Import licenses are still required for 
the import of automobiles, motorcycles, 
leather footwear, flax and hemp prod- 
ucts, gold and jewelry, and commod- 
ities falling under agricultural regula- 
tions.—Emb., Stockholm, 





Malayan Import-Export 
Guide Revised 


A complete revision of the Ma- 
layan Import and Export Guide, - 
including lists of all commodities 
that may be imported into Malaya 
direct from hard-currency coun- 
tries and also the areas to which 
such goods or similar goods may 
be reexported has been issued by 
the Import and Export Control 
Department of Malaya. 

The revision, published in pa- 
perback form, is priced at M$2 
(approximately US$0.66). 

Inquiries for copies should be 
sent direct to the Import and Ex- 
port Control] Department, Fuller- 
ton Building, Post Office Box 3003, 
Singapore, 1. 

The new guide supersedes the 
December 1951 edition, which, to- 
gether with early amendments, 
was published as a U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce circular under 
the title “Malaya and Singapore 
Import and Export Guide,” Busi- 
ness Information Service, No. 173, 
February 1952. 

A copy of the revised guide as 
published in Singapore, together 
with current amendments as is- 
sued, will be maintained by the 
Far Eastern Division, Office of 
International Trade, U. S.*Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington, 
D. C. Copies will also be made 
available as soon as possible to 
the Department’s regional Field 
Offices, and amendments will be 
sent them as received. Informa- 


tained from any of these Offices. 





tion on this subject may be ob- 
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Czechoslovakia, Iran 
Sign Agreements 


~Czechoslovakia and Iran signed trade 
and payments agreements in Teheran on 
August 28, and 8 days after the ex- 
change of ratification notes the agree- 
ments will become effective for 1 year. 
Thereafter they are renewable by tacit 
agreement, but may be denounced by 
either party upon 3 months’ notice. Pay- 
ments between the two countries are to 
be made in Swiss francs. 


The trade agreement provides for an 
exchange of commodities in the amount 
of 18,000,000 Swiss francs ($4,140,000) 
each way and lists the commodities for 
which each Government undertakes to 
issue export and import licenses. Quan- 
tities and values, however, are not spe- 
cified. 

Czechoslovak exports are to include 
machine tools, machinery and equip- 
ment of all kinds, optical goods, instru- 
ments and apparatus, electrical equip- 
ment, tractors, motor vehicles, sugar, 
paper, glass, textiles, and miscellaneous 
products. \ 

Iran is to ship petroleum products, 
cotton, wool, skins, animal hair, traga- 
canth and other gums, dried fruit, oil- 
seeds and vegetable oils, tea, fish, ores 
and mineral concentrates, sulfur, natur- 
al phosphates, medicinal and industrial 
plants, opium, silk products, and mis- 
cellaneous consumer goods. 





New Venezuelan Commission 
To Regulate Copra Trade 


Allocation of local copra and regula- 
tion of copra imports in Venezuela 
will be administered by a newly formed 
commission under authority granted on 
October 3. 

To assure a market for domestic 
copra the commission will determine 
the quantities that must be purchased 
monthly by each crusher. In addition it 
will suggest to the Ministry of Develop- 
ment the proportion of offshore copra 
that may be imported to each ton of 
local copra purchased when national 
production is insufficient for the in- 
dustry. 

The commission will also determine 
the amount of guarantee that must be 
posted by a copra importer if it becomes 
necessary to grant him an import 
license before he has purchased his 
share of local production. 

Penalties are to be imposed on local 
industries which do not purchase their 
allocated share of local copra. 


CHILE 
Agreement With Cuba Ratified 


Ratifications of a new trade agree- 
ment between Chile and Cuba were ex- 
changed in Santiago on October 20, and 
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thus the Treaty of Commerce and Navi- 
gation of 1937 was formally replaced, 


The agreement was provisionally put 
into effect by Chile on March 31 of this 
year and by Cuba on June 11.—Emb., 
Santiago. 

(See Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 
21, 1952, for announcement of the agree- 
ment and its terms). 


COLOMBIA 


Additional Items Banned 


Colombia has added the following 
items to its list of prohibited imports, 
by decree No. 2413 of October 2. 

Tariff item No. 101, Tallows in bulk al- 
though melted or fused and the liquid of the 
first expression (premier jus) except raw 
and denatured tallows. 

No. 105, Stable oils in bulk, liquid or solid, 
of vegetable origin, purified or refined: (k) 
Of the palm (palm kernel) and coconut 
(copra): (1) Raw, except when imported de- 
natured: (2) refined. 

The Exchange Regulating Board may 
authorize imports of these items for 
factories and industries which use them 
as raw materials, provided they have 
been rendered unfit for human consump- 
tion. 


The principal purpose of the prohi- 
bition is to bring to an end the importa- 
tion of ‘“oleomargarine for consumption” 
under tariff items Nos. 101 and 105 in-. 
stead of under the proper item, “No. 
102 a, Oleomargarine,” inasmuch as the 
rates of duty on the first two items are 
much lower than those applicable to the 
latter.—Emb., Bogota. 





Petroleum Equipment Duty Free 


Colombia now exempts the following 
petroleum industry equipment from im- 
port duty, by decree No, 2270 of Sep- 
tember 24, effective October 7: Drilling 
equipment and accessories and parts 
destined for petroleum exploration pur- 
poses; and pipe, machinery, and equip- 
ment destined for construction of pipe 
lines for the transportation of petro- 
leum'which may be found east or south- 
east of the crest of the Eastern 
Cordillera. 

The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum 
is empowered to check the specifications 
and destinations of imported material 
coming within the purview of these new 
exemptions.—Emb., Bogota. 

(Details of the new Colombian petro- 
leum legislation will appear in a later 
issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly.) 


CUBA 


Duties Raised on Certain Cheeses 


Cuba has sharply increased its rates 
of duty on certain types of cheese, by 
law-decree No. 480, effective October 27. 

Item No. 245 of the tariff is split 
into two subitems, A and B, and the 
five varieties on which the higher rates 
are imposed—Gouda, Edam, Cream, 
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Gruyere, and Processed—are placed in 
subitem No. 245-A. All other types, on 
which the duty remains unchanged, are 
placed in subitem No. 245-B. 

The new items, with the U. S. and 
most-favored-nation rates, per 100 kilo- 
grams, now read: 

Item 245. Cheese: A. Gouda. Edam, Cream, 
Gruyere, Processed, most-favored-nation 
rate, $63.1122, but not less than 68.1784 per- 
cent ad valorem; U. S. rate, $51.4095, but 
not less than 55.5362 percent ad valorem. 
(For the purpose of the tariff this subitem 
shall include cheeses which, regardless of 
their commercial names, may be substituted, 


because of their composition, for the cheeses 
listed.) 


B, All other cheeses not specifically classi- 
fied, most-favored-nation rate, $20 plus 10 
percent ad valorem; U.S. rate, $12 plus 6 
percent ad valorem. 


GERMANY, SOVIET ZONE 
All Gift Parcels Dutiable 


All tariff privileges previously granted 
recipients of gift parcels in the Soviet 
zone of Germany and Eastern Berlin 
were eliminated as of October 18, 1952, 
by an ordinance published on the same 
date. 


Articles sent as gifts from abroad to 
the Soviet zone of Germany and Eastern 
Berlin are dutiable at the fixed rates 
stipulated in the customs tariff. 

The amount of coffee, cocoa, or 
chocolate permitted per gift parcel is 
limited to 8.8 ounces, and of tobacco 
products to 1.8 ounces. If these limits 
are exceeded, the parcel will be con- 
fiscated. The customs duties levied on 
these four items were increased so as 
to make these rates prohibitive. 

As a substitute for the sending of gift 
parcels from abroad, a procedure has 
been set up which enables foreign 
donors to make remittances to the 
Soviet zone central bank against which 
the beneficiary is permitted to buy 
domestic foodstuffs and stimulants in 
the state-operated retail stores. No fur- 
ther details are available on the opera- 
tion of this system. : 


MEXICO 


Labeling Requirements 


Measures designed to regulate the 
distribution and sale of leather goods 
and wearing apparel by requiring that 
these products be properly labeled with 
trade-marks and other data have been 
enacted in Mexico, effective October 4 
for leather goods, and October 21 for 
wearing apparel. 

The measures provide that such leath- 
er goods as luggage, belts, key cases, 
pocketbooks, purses, billfolds, cigarette 
cases, portfolios, brief cases, and hand- 
bag3, and articles of wearing apparel, 
made totally or partially in Mexico or 
marketed in national territory, shall be 
clearly marked with the trade-mark, 
whether registered or not; the registra- 
tion number, if the trade-mark is reg- 
istered; the name and location of the 
factory or workshop producing the 
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goods; and the statement “Made in 
Mexico” on articles of national manu- 
facture. 

Producers and distributors must com- 
ply with these regulations within a pe- 
riod of 30 days from the effective date 
of the respective decrees and are sub- 
ject to heavy penalties for failure to 
comply with the law. 

The reason assigned for the enact- 
ment of these laws is that the products 
were being sold to the public at prices 
out of proportion to their quality, prin- 
cipally because the origin of the prod- 
ucts could not be determined.—Diario 
Oficial, Oct. 4 and 21, 1952. 

These regulations should be noted in 
Department of Commerce circular ‘‘For- 
eign Marks-of-Origin Regulations,” Bus- 
iness Information Service, World Trade 
Series No. 291, Sept., 1952, p. 3. 


NETHERLANDS 


Restrictions on Trucks Relaxed 





The Netherlands has removed its re- 
strictions on the importation of trucks 
with gross loading capacities of 3.5 to 7 
tons, the Minister of Economic Affairs 
has announced. 

Within the limits of existing foreign 
exchange allocations importers are now 
free to import commercial vehicles of 
this type.—Con., Amsterdam. 


PERU 
Duties Up on Textiles, Clothing 


Peruvian import duties are sharply 
increased on 79 textile and clothing 
items, by a resolution dated October 16, 
and effective 90 days thereafter. As of 
October 31 the resolution had not been 
published in Peru. 

The list of items affected and the ap- 
plicable duties are shown on page 15. 


Duty Exemptions Modified 


The duty exemption applicable to 
Peruvian imports of specified agricul- 
tural implements and tractors has been 
modified to the extent that such imports 
will now pay 7% percent ad valorem on 
the cif. value, by a new resolution 
dated October 16 and published on 
November 3. 

This percentage is equivalent to the 
amount of the “unified surcharge” rep- 
resented by consular fees, from which 
the commodities were never formally 
exempted. 

The following items are affected: 
Agricultural wheel-type tractors and 
spare parts; common plows for tractors; 
disk plows for tractors; cultivators; 
common harrows; disk harrows for trac- 
tors; tractor rollers; soil pulverizers and 
graders for tractors (bulldozers and 
cultipackers); one- and _  two-handle 
plows for animal traction and spare 
parts; harrows for animal traction; 


chains for plows of animal traction; 
shovels; sickles; axes; machetes; picks; 
hoes; scythes; threshers; broadcast 
seeders; fanning mills; corn shellers; 
power- and hand-operated sprayers and 
spare parts; pitchforks; pruning and 
garden shears; power- and horse-drawn 
mowers; and machines and apparatus 
of all kinds and sizes for spraying and 
dusting insecticides, including flame 
throwers for agricultural uses. 

The recent measure further states 
that track-laying tractors for exclusive 
use in agriculture, classified under item 
No. 2956 of the Peruvian tariff, also 
will be exempt from payment of duties 
and surcharges, but, like other agricul- 
tural implements, must pay the consular 
fees of 7% percent.—Emb., Lima. 

(For announcement of the original 
duty exemption, see Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Jan. 3, 1949.) 


PHILIPPINES 
Textbook Import Ban Postponed 


The ban on imports of elementary 
and high-school textbooks into the 
Philippines, scheduled to become ef- 
fective on July 1, 1952, but tem- 
porarily suspended, has now been post- 
poned until July 1, 1953. The ban is 
postponed to avert an anticipated short- 
age of textbooks.—Emb., Manila. 


VENEZUELA 
Cotton Textile Import Quotas 


Venezuela on October 30 established 
an additional fourth-quarter import 
quota of 500,000 kilograms of cotton 
textiles for commercial importers. 


Import licenses will be issued by the 
Ministry of Development’s Department 
of Commerce and Patents to commer- 
cial importers on the basis of their pre- 
vious importations. 

The original 1952 quota of 3,000,000 
kilograms, of which 2,250,000 kilograms 
were allotted to commercial importers 
and the remaining 750,000 kilograms to 
clothing manufacturers, was amended 
last July to grant clothing manufac- 
turers an additional 500,000 kilograms 
for use in the second half of the year, 











A year-long experiment by the Dow 
Chemical Corporation may enable ships 
to spend longer periods at sea without 
the need of, dry docking to scrape rust 
off their bottoms or to make costly 
hull repairs. 


To prevent excessive rusting a corro- 
sion-control system, consisting of mag- 
nesium rails welded to the sides of the 
hull, was installed on the tanker Ma- 
rine Chemist. Inspection showed that 
he magnesium rails descaled most of 
the rust present and that the ship’s 
bottom had a smooth slick surface, 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Peruvian Import Duty Increases 


The following list shows in detail the 
increases in Peruvian import duties an- 
nounced on page 14, 


The new duties will become effective 
90 days after October 16, 1952, the date 
of the new resolution. 


The list includes tariff item number; 
item description; new rate of duty, in 
soles; and former rate of duty, in pa- 
rentheses. 


Rates are per legal kilogram unless 
otherwise specified (1 sol=US$0.0647). 


Knitted Fabrics 


1516, Knitted silk fabrics: New duty, 180 
(120). 

1531, Knitted fabrics of 
fibers: 150 (90). 

1590, Knitted cotton fabrics for clothing 
and underwear, including carded fabrics: 
30 (9). 

1715, Unspecified articles made of knitted 
fabrics of silk: 300 (150). 

1716, Same, of artificial textile fibers: 300 
(130). 

1717, Same, of wool, without silk: 150 (50). 


artificial textile 


1718. Same, of linen, hemp, and similar 
textile fibers: 120 (60). 
1719, Same, of cotton: 100 (30). 


Knitted Underwear 


1728, Underwear made Qf knitted fabrics 
of silk: 300 (150). 

1729, Same, of artificial textile fibers: 300 
120). 
1730, Same. of wool without silk: 100 (50). 
1731, Same, of linen, hemp, and _ similar 
fibers, with silk trimmings or embroidery: 
150 (100). 

1732, Same. of linen, hemp, and _ similar 
fibers, with trimmings and embroidery other 
than silk: 120 (70). 


1733, Same, of linen, hemp, and similar 
fibers, plain: 120 (60). 

1734, Same, of cotton, known as lisle: 120 
(50). 

1735. Same, of mercerized cotton: 100 (40). 

1736. Same, of ordinary cotton: 80 (20). 
Outerwear 

1741. Cotton clothing for men and boys 
and any individual piece of outerwear: 100 
(50). 

1747, Silk shirts: 300 (200). — 

1748, Shirts of artificial textile fibers: 300 
(150). 

1749, Same, of wool: 150 (50). ; 

1750, Same. of linen, hemp, and similar 
fibers: 150 (60). 

1751. Same, of cotton, with front of linen 


or silk; 180 (90). 


1752, Same, of cotton: 150 (50). ' 

1753, Ordinary cotton shirts for workmen, 
per gross kilogram: 50 (10). 

1768, Silk gowns, robes, jackets, 
gowns, and smokin jackets: 300 (250): 
(Formerly included blouses, now deleted.) 

1769, Same, of artificial textile fibers, with 
or without silk trimmings, such as cords, 
passementerie, or bindings: 300 (240). 


night- 


1770. Same, of wool, with or without silk 
trimmings: 150 (80). 

1771, Same, of linen, hemp, and similar 
fibers, 


> with or without silk trimmings: 150 
(60). 
1772, Same, of cotton, with or without silk 
trimmings: 150 (80). 
1773, Silk smocks: 300 (250). 


aan” Same, of artificial textile fibers: 300 
). 

1775, Same, of wool: 150 (80). 

1776, Same, of linen, hemp, and similar 
fibers: 150 (60). 

1777, Same, of cotton: 120 (60). 

1778, Aprons of silk or artificial textile 


fibers: 300 (200) 


1780, Same, of linen, hemp, and similar 
fibers, plain: 150 (80). 

1781, Same, of cotton, with trimmings or 
embroidery: 120 (90). 

1782, Same, of cotton, plain: 120 (60). 
Sportswear 


1783, Light outer garments, 
country or beach wear (slacks and similar 
articles), complete or incomplete, for men 
or women, of silk: 300 (250). 

1784, Same. of artificial textile fibers: 300 


specially for 


(240). 

1785, Same, of wool: 150 (100). 

1786, Same. of linen, hemp, and similar 
fibers: 150 (80). 

1787, Same of cotton: 150 (90). 

1788, Bathing suits, fabric or knitted, 


whether waterproof or not, of silk: 350 (280). 
= Same, of artificial textile fibers: 350 
(250). 
1790, Same, of wool: 200 (100). 


1791, Same, of linen, hemp, and similar 
fibers: 150 (90). 
1792, Same, of cotton: 150 (80). 


Other Underwear 


1810, Underwear made of silk fabrics, with 
or without trimmings or embroidery: 400 
(300). 

1811, Same, of artificial textile fibers, 
or without trimmings or 
(250). : : 

1812, Same, of wool, with or without trim- 
mings or embroidery: 150 (100). 

1813, Same, of linen, hemp, and _ similar 
fibers, plain or with scalloped embroidery 
of the same material, for women and girls: 
180 (120). a 

1814, Same,_of linen, hemp, and similar 
fibers, for meh and boys: 120 (90). 

1815, Same, of mercerized cotton, with 
silk trimmings and embroidery, for women 
and girls: 120 (100). 


i with 
embroidery: 400 


1816. Same, of mercerized cotton, with 
trimmings and embroidery other than silk, 
for women and girls: 120 (80). 

1817, Same, of cotton, plain or with scal- 
loped embroidery of the same material, 
= or not, for women and girls: 100 


1818, Same, of mercerized cotton, for men 
and boys: 100 (60). 


1819, Same, of cotton, plain, for men and 
boys: 80 (30). 


1820, Corsets and girdles, of silk: 120 (80). 


a Same, of artificial textile fibers: 120 


1822, 


1823, 
fibers, 


(60). 
1824, Same, of cotton, whether mercerized 
or with silk trimmings or not: 80 (40). 


Same, of wool: 80 (50). 


Same, of linen, hemp, and similar 
with or without silk trimmings: 


825, Pajamas of silk: 300 (250). 
oan Same, of artificial textile fibers: 300 
1827, Same, of wool: 150 (60). 
1828, Same, of linen, hemp, and similar 
re with or without silk trimmings: 150 
1829, Same, of cotton, with or without silk 
trimmings: 150 (60). 
Hats 


1830, Hat bodies of hair felt or of hair 
and wool, of hares, rabbits, or other ani- 
mals, and those of plush: 30 each (120 per 
dozen). 

1831, Hat bodies of wool felt: 20 each (72 
per dozen). 

1838, Woolen or hair hats with stiff crowns 
called derby hats; hats of hair felt, called 
plush hats; and hats for clergymen: 50 each 
(240 per dozen). 

1839, Hats of hair felt or hair-and-wool 
felt, with soft crowns with or without lining, 
sweatband, binding, or silk ribbon: 40 eac 
(180 per doz). 

1840, Hats of wool felt. with soft crowns 
with or without lining, sweatband, binding, 
or silk ribbon: 30 each (144 per dozen). 

1841, Ordinary hats for Indians, with oval 
crowns up to 10 centimeters high, with cot- 
ton lining, bindings of any material, or any 
other trimmings: 20 each (72 per dozen). 

1842, Woolen hats for boys and hats called 


boleros and sailor hats; 20 each (60 pe 
dozen). 


Other 


1$33, Cotton diapers of all types: 40 (10). 
1937, Athletic supporters, nee guards, 
anklets, and other similar articles’ of any 
textile material combined with elastic, for 
aoe not covered in other tariff items: 

(6). 
2047, Traveling rugs, kerchiefs, and pon- 
chos of wool, with or without mixture of 
lower quality material: 20 (20): (Mufflers, 
feeeeety included in this category, are de- 
eted. 





Sweden's Industry 
(Continued from Page 3) 


their increased liquidity in Government 
securities. 


The stock market was comparatively 


stable during the third quarter, with a 
light turnover and small price fluctua- 
tion. The bond market was also rather 
inactive, only 49,000,000 crowns in new 
issues being authorized. When the re- 
sults of the conference on German debts 
became known, interest in German 
loans, particularly the Young bonds, in- 
creased. Swedish holdings of these are 
estimated at 57,000,000 crowns. 


Decline in Gold Holdings Small 


Despite the continued slump in ex- 
ports during the quarter, Sweden’s hold- 
ings of gold and foreign exchange de- 
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clined by a relatively small amount, 
the total being considerably higher than 
that in the like period of 1951. Gold 
holdings at the end of September 
amounted to 1,043,000,000 crowns, as 
compared with 664,000,000 crowns re- 
ported for September 1951. 


September 1952 foreign exchange 
holdings totaled 1,619,000,000 crowns. 
Inasmuch as sales of forest products 
picked up it was expected that the de- 
cline in foreign exchange holdings dur- 
ing the remainder of the year would be 
less than had been anticipated earlier. 

Sweden’s deficit with the dollar area 
remained a_ problem, but the cut in 
dollar imports announced some months 
ago was showing up in Sweden’s foreign 
trade statistics. 

Transactions in the European Pay- 
ments Union resulted in a net deficit 


of $16,500,000 during the quarter, re- 
ducing Sweden’s cumulative accounting 
position to $216,000,000. 


Prices Remain Constant 


Prices continued fairly stable; the 
wholesale price index for September 
was reported at 316 (1935=100), com- 
pared with 319 in August and 320 at the 
first of the year. In September 1951 the 
index was 304. 

A seasonal decline in the price of cer 
tain agricultural products and an ap- 
preciable decline in coal prices influ- 
enced the September 1952 index. 

The cost-of-living index for the third 
quarter remained unchanged at 213 
(1935=100), the first successive quarter 
without a change since 1950.—Report 
from Emb., Stockholm, Swedish eco- 
nomic publications, and VU. S. trade 
statistics. 
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Refrigeration Plants 
Needed in Indonesia 


Bids are invited until December 15, 
1952, by the Central Purchasing Bureau 
of the Indonesian Government, Medan 
Merdeka Timur No. 5, Djakarta (cable 
address: KAPP), for the supply of a 25- 
to 30-ton ice-making plant (including 
assembly and installation), and a deep- 
freeze cold-storage plant (including in- 
stallation). The plants are for the Fish- 
eries Service in Pasar Ikan Djakarta 
and Aer Tembage, North Celebes. 


General specifications and a list of 
equipment may be obtained from the In- 
donesian Supply Mission, 6200 Empire 
State Building, New York, N. Y. (Tele- 
phone: Pennsylvania 6-3956). It is un- 
derstood, however, that suppliers need 
not be bound by the specifications, but 
may offer any plant desired, provided 
complete details mentioning all com- 
ponent parts and accompanied by draw- 
ings, if possible, are supplied. 

Suppliers are eautioned to consider 
the Jocal conditions under which the 
equipment will operate. These conditions 
are quoted as follows: “The ice will be 
used for the preservation of fish and 
fish products. Intake water temperature 
86° F. Tropical conditions prevail in 
Indonesia; air temperature maximum 
95°, with a relative humidity of 80 per- 
cent.” 

Because of the unavailability of elec- 
tric power in the area where the ice 
plant is to be installed, bids must in-- 
clude Diesel electric generators produc- 
ing sufficient power to operate the ice 
plant, a lighting system, and any other 
equipment required to operate and main- 
tain the installation. 





Ceylon Government Invites 
Bids for Asphalt Supplies 


The Ceylon Government is inviting 
bids until December 16, 1952, from man- 
ufacturers and principals only, for the 
supply of the following asphalt for road 
surface dressings: 11,000 gallons of hot 
cutback 95 percent bitumen content 
(minimum), 30/40 penetration; 220,000 
gallons of rapid-curing cold cutback 70 
percent bitumen content (minimum), 
80/100 penetration. 

A copy of the bidding conditions and 
specifications is available on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Copies may also be ob- 
tained on application to the Ceylon Em- 
bassy, 2148 Wyoming Avenue, NW., 
Washington, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of Fi- 
nance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Ceylon. 
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Subsidiary of U. S. 
Firm Opens in Turkey 


The National Mukayyit Kasa Turk 
Anonim Ortakligi, new Turkish affiliate 
of the National Cash Register Co., on 
November 1, 1952, opened its offices at 
Tutun Han, Meclisi Mebusan Caddesi 
No. 147, Kabatas, Istanbul. Turkish co- 
owners are Sitki Butun, who has repre- 
sented National Cash Register Co. in 
Turkey for many years, and Halik Bur- 
sal, noted Turkish lawyer. 

The new firm's activities include sales, 
repair, supply, and installation of cash 
registers, adding machines, accounting 
machines, and complete systems for all 
types of enterprises both Government 
and private. Trainees have already be- 
gun study under an expert instructor 
from National’s home office in Dayton, 
Ohio. 


During the first year, the training 
school is expected to graduate 30 to 40 
Turkish repairmen and salesmen plus 
another 20 for nearby countries. After a 
year’s service in the field, graduates 
will be brought back for further train- 
ing in advanced procedures and new 
models. 


Through a policy of in-service train- 
ing, National Mukayyit Kasa hopes to 
turn its managerial positions over to 
Turkish executives as fast as they gain 
the necessary experience and know-how. 
About 12 executives and technicians of 
various foreign nationalities will occupy 
many of the top positions at first, but 
it is hoped that at least four-fifths of 
the major. jobs will be filled by Turks 
within a few years. : 





Mysore, India, in Market 
To Buy New Steel Plant 


The government of Mysore (India) 
trade agent invites quotations covering 
the supply of a steel plant, to include 
mixer, Bessemer converters, electric arc 
furnaces, and cranes. The plant is re- 
quired by the government-operated My- 
sore Iron & Steel Works at Bhadravati, 
India, to make possible an annual pro- 
duction of approximately 130,700 tons of 
ingots. The Mysore Iron & Steel Works 
presently produces about 26,400 tons of 
pig iron and 28,000 tons of finished steel 
annually. 


Specifications are obtainable on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Quotations should be addressed to Sri 
R. K. Murty, Trade Agent in Charge, 
Government of Mysore, 9 Clifford 
Street, London, W. 1, England, 


Burma Plans To Build 
Pulp and Paper Mill 


The Government of Burma reported- 
ly is contemplating the establishment 
of a pulp and paper mill using bamboo 
as a raw material, The mill is to pro- 
duce 70 tons daily of dried and baled 
bleached pulp and 30 tons daily of a 
general line of printing and writing pa- 
pers for both domestic use and export. 

It is understood that the Burmese 
Government recently accepted bids for 
the purpose of obtaining the services of 
a consulting engineer to design the pro- 


posed plant in accordance with basic re- _ 


quirements. 


The project is reported to have high 
priority in Burma's industrial develop- 
ment program, and actual construction 
is to be started as soon as possible. 

Manufacturers interested in investi- 
gating the possibilities of supplying 
plant and equipment for this project 
should write to the Secretary of the 
Paper Factory and Chemical Industries 
Board, Secretariat, Rangoon, Burma. 








Amusement Park t. Be 
Built in Montevideo 


The Uruguayan Ministry of Industry 
wishes to contact an American firm spe- 
cializing or experienced in the construc- 
tion of amusement parks. The Ministry 
reportedly would grant to the builder 
a 15- to 20-year concession to operate 
the amusement park. 


The park is to be constructed in 
Montevideo, along with temporary and 
permanent exposition buildings, a cov- 
ered stadium, an auditorium, and a 
planetarium, on a 20-hectare plot of 
ground made available by the municipal- 
ity for a national exposition of produc- 
tion tentatively scheduled to be held late 
in 1953. (A call for bids for construction 
of the planetarium was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, November 3, 
1952, p. 6.) 

Montevideo now has only one small 
amusement area, with a half dozen 
small “rides” of interest primarily to 
children. The proposed park is to be 
on a relatively large scale with roller 
coasters and a full line of rides and con- 
cessions. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Sr. Rafael Vanrell, Comisario Gen- 
eral, Comision Honoraria de la Exposi- 
cion Nacional de la Produccion, Minis- 
terio de Industrias y Trabajo, Monte- 
video, Uruguay. 





British merchant seamen reportedly 
increased by 1,544 between June 30, 
1951, and the same date of 1952. As of 
June 1952, 145,996 men were serving in 
the merchant navy of the British Isles. 
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Second U. S.-India 
Aid Program Signed 


A second agreement, signed November 
3, 1952, by the Governments of the 
United States and India, provides for 
further aid to India from the United 
States of $45,400,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1953. 

Of this amount, $38,350,000 will be 
utilized for the importation into India 
of iron and steel and fertilizers, as well 
as for anti-locust operations, ground- 
water surveys, equipment for subsoil in- 
vestigations of irrigation and power 
projects, malaria control, and communi- 
ty projects; this sum will be supple- 
mented by a contribution from the Gov- 
ernment of India of 640,000,000 rupees 
($136,500,000). 

The remainder of the U. S. contribu- 
tion—about $7,050,000—is scheduled for 
training programs and certain specific 
technical assistance projects. 

For more detailed information on 
U. S.-India technical-aid programs, read- 
ers are referred to the article entitled 
“U. S.-India Sign Point-4 Pact Sparking 
$136 Million Project” in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, July 14, 1952, p. 2. 





Technical Aid Sought for 
Pakistan Woolen Mills 


The Pakistan Industrial Development 
Corporation invites applications for the 
following posts in the woolen mills un- 
der construction in Bannu and Baluchi- 
stan (West Pakistan): manager, works 
engineer, raw-wool purchaser, weaving 
and designing supervisor, finishing and 
dyeing supervisor and assistant super- 
visor, spinning and carding. assistant 
supervisor, dyeing and weaving assistant 
supervisor, electrical and mechanical as- 
sistant engineer (foreman type), and 
salesman. \ 

Appointment to these posts will be 
for a 6 months’ probationary period, and 
is likely to be followed by a 3-year con- 
tract, 

Requests for further information con- 
cerning appointments, as well as appli- 
cations for these posts, should reach 
the First Secretary, Embassy of Pak- 
istan, 2201 R Street NW., Washington, 
D. C., as soon as possible, 


A North Atlantic-Black Sea all-water 
route, a $250,000,000 project, is now 
being studied by the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development. 

Plans involve construction of a canal 
linking the Danube and Main Rivers 
and taking a zigzag course across 
Bavaria. 

A small part of this waterway was 
completed before the war, but plans 
were later abandoned. 

The project is expected to prove a 
substantial economic asset to at least 
four countries, 
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Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 

‘ 


In the United States 
Electric Railway (Miniature): 
Germany—ROKAL Guss- und Arma- 

turenwerk G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Bruchstrasse, Lobberich/Rhld., 
offers for manufacture under license in 
the United States ROKAL miniature 
electric railways. Price information 
and illustrated booklet (in German 
and English) available.* 


In Foreign Countries 
Electrical Instruments: 
Italy—Allemano Geom. Felice & Figli 

(manufacturer, wholesaler), 15 Via 
Digione, .Turin, is interested in obtain- 
ing U. S. patents and processes for the 
manufacture and sale in Italy of electri- 
cal instruments (speedometers, man- 
ometers, thermometers, etc.), suitable 
for the aviation and automotive indus- 


tries. Correspondence in French or 
Italian preferred. 


Footwear: 


France—Escats & Maffre (manufac- 
turer of ladies’ and children’s footwear), 
91, Allees Charles-de-Fitte, Toulouse 
(Haute-Garonne), is interested in being 
licensed by an American firm for the 
manufacture and distribution in France 
of various types of footwear, including 
sport shoes. Firm wishes to obtain pat- 
ents, processes, techniques, and neces- 
sary machines and equipment. 


Metal Products: 


Canada—St. Johns Metal Stamping 
and Spinning Reg’d. (manufacturer of 
small metal stampings), 205 Boulevard 
du Seminaire, St. Johns, Quebec, offers 
its plant facilities to American firms 
interested in having manufactured un- 
der U. S. license in Canada on a con- 
tract, subcontract, or royalty basis, 
metal products similar to Canadian 
firm’s production. Firm states capital 
investment would be welcome. Photo- 
graph of stampings available.* 


Road-building Materials: 


France—Entreprise Grignard & Cie. 
(manufacturer of bituminous emulsions 


for road-making), Fleurville (Saone-et-° 


Loire), wishes to obtain new processes, 
methods, or techniques for the manu- 
facture under U. S. license in France of 
bituminous products, including those 
suitable for road surfacing. 


Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
- Commerce, Washington 25, 

ae 


Chemicals: 


Germany—Chemische Fabrik Dr. Hu- 
go Stoltzenberg (manufacturer), 167 
Schnackenburgallee, Hamburg, FEidel- 
stedt, offers to export direct high-quali- 
ty insecticides, chemicals, and rodent 
exterminating preparations. Set of lit- 
erature and price list (in German) avail- 
able.* 


Cutlery: 


Germany — Ernest Langenberg & 
Soehne ‘manufacturer, exporter), 11 
Dewetstrasse, Solingen, offers to export 
direct or through agent cutlery and 
manicure sets. Set of photographs and 
price list (in German) available.* 


Foodstuffs: 

Ceylon—S. Corera and Sons (ex- 
porters), 151 Old Moor Street, Colombo, 
offers to export direct tea, tea waste, 
papain, and spices, such as cardamon, 
nutmeg, and black pepper. 

Denmark—DANEXIM (export mer- 
chant), 22 Klokkestobergade, Slagelse, 
offers to export direct first-class deep- 
frozen slaughtered poultry, packed in 
cellophane. 

Union of South Africa —'Tomango, 
Ltd. (manufacturer of canned-food prod- 
ucts, wholesaler, importer, exporter), 
P. O. Box 1, Merebank (near Durban), 
Natal, offers to export direct sirups and 
cordials, citrus juices, tomato sauce, 
baked beans, canned soups, and citrus 
peel in sirup. Price list available.* 


Footwear: 

France—Manufacture de Chaussures 
“Promo” (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 60 Avenue Etienne-Billieres, 
Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, offers to ex- 
port direct 1,500 to 2,000 pairs monthly 
of very good-quality infants’ and chil- 
dren’s shoes made of felt or canvas with 
vulcanized molded soles. Reportedly, 
shoes have orthopedic qualities which 
prevent foot distortion. Set of leaflets 
available.* 


Furniture: 

Philippines—American Wrought Iron 
and Metal Craft (manufacturer, retailer, 
importer), 3 Sampaloc Avenue, Quezon 
City, offers to export direct or through 
agent 30 dining-room sets, or equivalent 
in pieces of a kind, of first-class wrought 
iron furniture and decorations for home, 
garden, and commercial use. Durability 
and design inspection by the Nelson Co. 
of Manila available at seller’s expense. 


Glassware: 
Denmark — Rask-Pedersen & Dals- 
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gaecd (export merchant), 13 Frederiks- 
berg Alle, Copenhagen V., offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent Danish 
glassware, including all kinds of bowls, 
trays, plates, and dishes. Leaflet avail- 
able.* ‘ 


Hardware: 

Germany—Kuehl & Gajewski (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Luedenscheid-Leif- 
ringhausen (Westfalen), offers to ex- 
port direct 50 gross weekly of flexible 
steel tapes. Leaflet available.* 


Incubators: 


Denmark—DANEXIM (export mer- 
chant), 22 Klokkestobergade, Slagelse, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
first-quality incubators equipped with 
patented egg tray for easy examination 
of eggs, and accessories for poultry 
breeding. 


Leather Goods: 


Denmark—Carl Gotke & Son (manu- 
facturer), 2-4 Amaliegade, Aarhus, of- 
fers to export direct first-class hand- 
sewn English leather soccer balls and 
riding saddles. Photograph available.* 


Machinery and Parts: 


Denmark—Theodor Lund & Petersen 
A/S (export merchant), 18 Toldbodgade, 
Copenhagen K, wishes to export direct 
or through agent woodworking machin- 
ery, including Universal woodworkers, 
and 2-stroke gasoline and oil 3-, 5-, and 
9-hp. boat motors. Leaflets available.* 


Germany—Adolf Baumgarten, Mueh- 
lef- und Speicherbau G.m.b.H. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Porta Westfalica, 
wishes to export direct flour milling 
machines. Set of literature available.* 

Germany — Deutsche Hebezeugfabrik 
Puetzer-Defries (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 75a Bruchstrasse, Duesseldorf, 
wishes to export direct hoisting gear. 
Illustrated catalog available.* 


Germany — Herforder Eisengiesserei 
und Maschinenfabrik L. Flesch K. G. 
(manufacturer), 13 Heidestrasse, Her- 
ford, wishes to export direct Universal 
grinding machines and milling machines. 
Leaflets available. 

Germany—Kilian & Co., G.m.b.H. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 82 Christian- 
strasse, Koeln-Ehrenfeld, wishes to ex- 
port direct tablet compressing machines, 
and tablet counting and filling machines. 
Leaflet available.* 


Germany—Wilhelm Koerting, Masch- 
inenfabrik (manufacturer, exporter), 
90A Siegesstrasse, Wuppertal-Barmen, 
wishes to export direct plaiting and bob- 
bing machines. Illustrated literature 
available.* 


Medical Supplies: 

Belgium—Maison Alfred Wolf, S.P. 
R.L. (manufacturer), 29 Rue des Pier- 
res, Brussels, wishes to export direct 
“Record” and “All Glass” hypodermic 
syringes. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared, 


Metal Products: 


‘Germany—Kugelfabrik Schulte & Co. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Herrling- 
hausen, Tente/Rhid., offers to export 
direct steel balls and steel disk wheels, 
Set of illustrated leaflets available.* 

Japan—Fuji Industry Co., Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter, importer), P. O. 
Box No. 864, Kobe, wishes to export 
steel products, including steel plates and 
sheets, galvanized steel sheets, steel 
hoops, reinforcing round bars, flat bars, 
square bars, wire rods, wire nails, rails, 
shape steels, steel pipes, and tubes. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Notions: 


Germany—Richard Weber (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Postfach 39, Schwae- 
bisch Gmuend, Wuerttemberg, wishes 
to export direct imitation glass stones, 
glass buttons, and glass beads. 


Novelties: 


Yugoslavia—Obrtna Zbornica LRS 
(manufacturer), Komenskega 12, Ljubl- 
jana, offers to export direct or through 
agent various types of novelties. Catalog 
available from manufacturer upon re- 
quest. 


Packings: 


Germany — DIPA, Gesellschaft fuer 
Dichtungen und Packungen mb.H. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 35 Wilden- 
bruchstrasse, Duesseldorf - Oberkassel, 
offers to export direct ‘“Pampus” pack- 
ings for valves and pumps. Catalog 
available.* 

Germany — Gustav Espey G.m.b.H. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 102 Musfeld, 
Duisburg, offers to export direct metal- 
stuffing box packings. Leaflet available.* 

Spray Guns: 

Denmark—Theodor Lund & Petersen 
A/S (export merchant), 18 Toldbodgade, 
Copenhagen K, offers to export direct 
or through agent high-quality paint 
spray guns. Leaflet available.* 


Tools: 


Germany — Blumbergbohrer G.m.b.H. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Engelskir- 
chen, Bez. Koeln., offers to export direct 
twist drills. Leaflet available.* 


Germany— Arnold Buerstinghaus, 
oHG. (manufacturer, exporter), 70 Lep- 
pestrasse, Engelskirchen, Bez. Koeln., 
offers to export direct twist drills, 0.5 to 
50 mm. (1/64” to 2”). Catalog avail- 
able.* , 


Germany—Gebr. Busch (manufactur- 
er, exporter), 95 Koenigstrasse, Rem- 
scheid, offers to export direct or through 
agent woodworking tools, Catalog with 
price list available.* 


Germany—Aggertaler Spiralbohrer- & 
Werkzeugfabrik Gemerski & Co. (manu- 
facturer), Engelskirchen-Hardt Bez. 
Koeln., offers to export direct or through 
agent 600,000 monthly of all kinds of 
twist drills. Catalog with price informa- 
tion available.* 


Germany—Heinrich Goertz (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 44 Schulweg, Wupper- 
tal-Cronenberg, offers to export direct 
or through agent tools, such as squares 
with wood handles and brass mountings 
with one gradation, steel folding rules, 
combination squares, flexible steel tape 
measures, diagonal cutters, end cutters, 
and screw drivers, Leaflets available.* 


Toys: 

Germany—Kuehl & Wiedeck (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 63 Dielenpfad, Lipp- 
stadt, wishes to export direct toys, such 
as football and horse race games, and 


toy beetles with movable legs. Price list 
available.* 


Yugoslavia — Obrtna Zbornica LRS 
(manufacturer), Komenskega 12, Ljubl- 
jana, offers to export direct or through 
agent various types of wooden toys. 
Catalog available from manufacturer 
upon request. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. 8. Department 
- eee Washington 











Household Goods: 


Belgian Congo—D. & H. Israel (Dept.: 
MOBILIA), (importing distributor), 
Boite Postale 801, Usumbura, Ruanda 
Urundi, wishes to purchase direct first- 
quality home furnishings, such as furni- 
ture, carpets, and linoleum, upholstery 
fabrics, curtains and drapes, lamps, bed 
coverings, and decorations. 


Leather: 


Lebanon — Yeramian Bros. & Sons 
(importers), P. O. Box 489, Beirut, 
wishes to purchase direct leather rem- 
nants as well as kids, suedes, velvets, 
box calves, shoe findings, and allied 
items. 


Machinery: 


Norway—Campbell Andersens Enke 
A/S (manufacturer of fishing equip- 
ment, such as nets, seines, etc.), 77 
Damsgaardsveien, Bergen, wishes to 
purchase direct dyeing unit (“Ober- 
maier” or similar make), suitable for 
tanning (cutching) nets, lines, and 
twines, preferably consisting of one 
small boiler tank, two tanning tanks, 
one centrifuge, and one hot-air drying 
system. 

Panama, R. P.—Endara Hermanos, 
S. A. (manufacturer of forage, importer, 
wholesaler), Ave. Norte 55, Panama, 
wishes to purchase direct slitting, per- 
forating, and rewinding machine for 
toilet tissue paper. 


Current World Trade Directory being 
prepared, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Paper Products: 


Ceylon—Ceylon Produce Agency, Ma- 
tale, wishes to purchase direct cigar 
ring labels, as well as cigar-box labels 
and fittings. Samples of desired labels 
available.* 


Panama, R. P.—Endara Hermanos, 
Ss. A. (manufacturer of forage, importer, 
wholesaler), Ave. Norte 55, Panama, 
wishes to purchase direct toilet tissue 
paper in jumbo rolls. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Pharmaceuticals: 

Germany—Werner Schur (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 150 Mittelweg, 
Hamburg, wishes to purchase direct 
antibiotics, including all kinds of peni- 
cillin, streptomycin, and mixed prepara- 
tions, as well as high-class pharmaceu- 
ticals. 


Tape (Gold): 

Canada—Geo. W. Merson Co. Ltd. 
(distributor, importer, and wholesaler 
of leather goods and novelty items), 69 
York Street, Toronto 1, wishes to pur- 
chase direct gold-leaf tape for use in 
imprinting or writing on paper, leather, 
and other types of materials. Firm de- 
scribes tape as being put up in 100-ft. 
long rolls, and in various widths from 
one-half in. to 2 in. Sample of desired 
tape available.* 


Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared, 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Building Materials: 

Mexico—Cia. Orleans, S. A. (import- 
er, exporter), Plaza de Santos Degollado 
10, Mexico, D. F., wishes to obtain 
agency for maintenance materials, roof- 
ing materials, and building materials of 
all types. 


Clothing: 

Union of South Africa — Fabricorn 
Textile Agencies (Pty.) Ltd. (sales 
agent), 341 Pine Street, Durban, wishes 
to obtain agency for clothing for men, 
women, and boys, such as socks, stock- 
ings, overcoats, shirts, ties, and fancy 
goods. 


Engineering: 

Turkey—“‘KANU” Kollektif Sirketi 
(electrical and mechanical engineers, 
and contractors), Zekai Han Kat 1, Sair 
Ziya Pasa Caddesi, Galata, Istanbul, is 
interested in representing American en- 
gineering firms in securing and carrying 
out contracts with the Turkish Govern- 
ment for electrical and mechanical 
work. Firm is particularly interested in 
electric-power stations and transmission 
lines, marine and stationary Diesel en- 
gines, water pumping and distribution 
systems, air-conditioning installations, 
mechanical equipment for ships, and 
military equipment. Mr, Nihat Yilmaz 


November 24, 1952 


Kankat, Director, states that he would 
be willing to proceed to the United 
States at his own expense for consulta- 
tion with interested American firms, but 
pointed out that the expense of such a 
trip necessitates establishing contacts 
and arranging an itinerary in advance. 


Hardware: 


Mexico—Cia. Orleans, S. A. (import- 
er, exporter), Plaza de Santos Degollado 
10, ‘Mexico, D. F., wishes to obtain 
agency for all types of hardware. 

Union of South Africa — Fabricorn 
Textile Agencies (Pty.) Ltd. (sales 
agent), 341 Pine Street, Durban, wishes 
to obtain agency for hardware. 

Heating Equipment: 

Egypt—Joseph E. Tawil (importer, 
wholesaler, sales agent), 62 Ibrahim 
Pasha Street, Cairo, wishes to obtain 
agency for heating equipment, including 


boilers, burners, radiators, and convec- 
tors. 


Household Goods: 

Egypt—Joseph E.- Tawil (importer, 
wholesaler, sales agent), 62 Ibrahim 
Pasha Street, Cairo, wishes to obtain 
agency for gas and electric ranges, 


Novelties: 


Mexico—Representaciones “H” y “M” 
(sales agent, commission merchant), 
Medellin 27-4, Colonia Roma, Mexico, 
D. F., wishes to obtain agency for all 
types of novelties. 


Paints, Varnishes, and Enamels: 

Italy—“GUANITO” Soc. per Azioni 
(sales agent), 51 L. Via Sturla, Genoa, 
wishes to obtain agency for paints, var- 
nishes, and enamels for naval and indus- 
trial purposes, including zinc-white, 
white lead, iron oxide, and black and 
ash-colored paint ready for painting. 


Plastic Articles: 

Mexico—Representaciones “H” y “M” 
(sales agent, commission merchant), 
Medellin 27-4, Colonia Roma, Mexico, 
D. F., wishes to obtain agency for all 
types of plastic goods. 


Plumbing Materials: 

Canada—Okusa (Canada) Ltd. (im- 
porter, distributor), 620 Cathcart Street, 
Montreal, P. Q., wishes to obtain agency 
for plumbing materials, such as cast- 
iron soil-pipe fittings and specialties. 

Porcelain Ware: 

Union of South Africa — Fabricorn 
Textile Agencies (Pty.) Ltd. (sales 
agent), 341 Pine Street, Durban, wishes 
to obtain agency for porcelain ware. 

Raw Materials: 

Mexico—Cia. Orleans, S. A. (import- 
er, exporter), Plaza de Santos Degollado 
10, Mexico, D. F., wishes to obtain 
agency for raw materials for the glass, 
brewing, and enamel industries. 


Ships’ Supplies: 
Italy—“GUANITO” Soc. per Azioni 
(sales agent), 51 L. Via Sturla, Genoa, 


wishes to obtain agency for anchors and 
chains, 


Textiles: 

Union of South Africa — Fabricorn 
Textile Agencies (Pty.) Ltd. (sales 
agent), 341 Pine Street, Durban, wishes 
to obtain agency for textiles, including 
cottons, woolens, and rayons, 


Toilet Goods: 

Mexico—Representaciones “H” y “M” 
(sales agent, commission merchant), 
Medellin 27-4, Colonia Roma, Mexico, 
D. F., wishes to obtain agency for all 
types of toilet goods. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Argentina—Carlos A. Matticoli, rep- 
resenting Compania Industrial Farma- 
ceutica (manufacturer of medicinal and 
toilet preparations), Cangallo 2563, 
Buénos Aires, is interested in medicinal 
specialties. Scheduled to arrive Novem- 
ber 20, via New York, for a visit of 1% 
months. U. S. address: c/o McCoy Prod- 
ucts Inc., 522 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, and Los Angeles. 


Germany—Dr. Peter Guenther Meyer, 
representing Huettenwerke Ilsede-Peine 
A. G. (manufacturer of mill products), 
10 Gerhardtstrasse, Peine, and Nord- 
deutsche Schrauben- und Mutternwerke 
A. G., Kampstrasse 1, Peine, is inter- 
ested in buying particular types of 
American screw machinery, and selling 
certain types of German fine machinery 
and processed steels. He is now in the 
United States for a visit of 6 to 8 weeks. 
Itinerary: Chicago, New York, Pitts- 
burgh, and Washington. Since no U. S. 
address was provided, it is suggested 
that interested parties write to the 
visitor’s firms in Germany. 

World Trade Directory Report on 
Norddeutsche Schrauben- und Muttern- 
werke A. G. being prepared. 

Italy—Umberto Fabbri, representing 
S. A. Gatti & C. (importer, exporter, 
and wholesaler of machine tools), 18 
Corso Stupinigi, Turin, is interested in 
selling machine tools. Scheduled to ar- 
rive November 2, via New York, for a 
visit of 7 weeks. Itinerary: New York, 
Detroit, Los Angeles, Chicago, San 
Francisco, and Cleveland. Since no U. 
S. address was provided, it is suggested 
that interested parties write direct to 
the visitor’s firm in Italy. 

Turkey—Mehmet Kutsi Begdes, rep- 
resenting Turk Ekspres, A. O., Yenicarsi 
14/16, Galatasaray, Istanbul, and Yakin 
Dogu Makina A. S, (importer and 
wholesaler of industrial and agricultural 
machinery, road building and electrical 
equipment), Kat 3, Demirbag Han, 
Necati Bey Cad., Galata, Istanbul, is 
interested in aviation, tourism, and the 
import of tractors, machinery, automo- 
biles, and trucks. He is particularly in- 
terested in contacting tourist agencies 
who might send American tourists to 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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Honduran Lumber Exports Expand 


Total exports of Honduran logs and 
lumber increased 162.8 percent by vol- 
ume in the fiscal year 1951-52 over 1950- 
51, and 190 percent by value. 

The principal species in which the 
United States is interested is mahogany. 
Honduran statistics show that, of the 

total mahogany exported, the United 
States received 2,294 cubic meters val- 
ued at 343,548.07 lempiras in the fiscal 
year 1951-52, compared with 3,128 cubic 
meters valued at 403,488.22 lampiras in 
1950-51. 

The principal markets for pine dur- 
ing the 1951-52 fiscal year were Costa 
Rica, taking 133,581.5 cubic meters‘ val- 
ued at 7,235,344 lempiras, and Cuba, re- 
ceiving 70,916 cubic meters valued at 
3,864,954 lempiras. The United States 
received only 3,991 cubic meters valued 
at 226,591 lempiras. 

The following table shows Honduran 
exports of sawn lumber and sawlogs. 
No definite distinction is made between 
lumber and logs and no indication is 
given whether the lumber is in the 
form of boards, railway ties, or squared 
timbers, but it is believed that approx- 
imately 90 percent of the exports of 
hardwoods are in the form of logs. 


Honduran Exports of Sawn Lumber 
and Sawlogs 









1950-51 

Species Cubie mtrs.' Lempiras* 
ee ee 96,966.5 4,711,575 
eh en Sie 1,855.5 104,994 
Mahogany . " 4,211.5 502,302 
Granacaste ... 914.5 34,816 
San Juan 237.0 20,600 
ae ey ee SRS 
SS Seer 1,282.0 53,093 
Other species .... 35.0 2,611 

Total on. 105, 502.0 5,429,991 

1951-52 

gE 261,794.5 14,148,134 
SS 5,247.0 472,537 
Mahogany _ ......... 6,473.5 889,429 
Granacaste ........ 2,185.0 117,046 
San Juan ........... 380.0 30,668 
Primavera .......... 156.0 25,616 
CAFTORO « .....,0cccecese 972.5 54,659 
Other species .... 25.0 2,140 

SO cme 277, 233.5 15,740,229 


41 cubic meter=423.77 board feet 

21 lempira=US$0.50 

Source: Honduran Government Statistics. 

The expansion of production and ex- 
port of Honduran logs and lumber dur- 
ing the past year, though not dramatic, 
has been steady. Honduras produces am- 
ple logs and lumber for its own needs 
and has a large export surplus, which 
is easily sold at present world prices. 
An estimated 70 percent of the timber 
produced in Honduras is exported. Ex- 
ports include not only sawn boards, but 
squared timbers, railway ties, and saw- 
logs. 

Plans are being made by one pro- 
ducer on the north coast of Honduras 


to begin grading its lumber with an 
eye to shipping the top grade to Eu- 
rope, which is strictly a quality market 
because of high ocean freight rates. 
Until now most of the lumber shipped 
to Europe originated in the south of 


Honduras and was shipped from _the 
port of Amapala. 


Production of sawlogs and lumber in 
Honduras in the fiscal year 1951-52 is 
estimated to have been 370,000 cubic 
meters, including all types of lumber 
and sawlogs. A high percentage of tim- 
ber cut in Honduras is pine. Estimated 
average cost of production per 1,000 
board feet is $37.50 for pine, $130 to 
$135 for mahogany. Average price on 
the local market per 1,000 board feet is 
$70 for pine, $150 for mahogany, and 
$115 for Spanish cedar and primavera. 


New Roads Open New Areas 

Despite major handicaps of an inade- 
quate transportation system and the 
mountainous nature of most of the for- 
ested areas in Honduras, logging opera- 
tions have continued to expand. Logging 
operations customarily are hampered by 
the rainy season, which makes many 
woods trails impassable, and most of 
the sawmills virtually have to stop 
operations. 


The gradual progress of the Honduran 
road building program will ‘slowly open 
up new areas of forest land for devel- 
opment, although that is not the pri- 
mary purpose of the roads. Inaugura- 
tion of the new highway connecting 
Santa Rosa de Copan with San Pedro 
Sula in March 1952 made it possible 
to open new logging areas for the cut- 
ting of pine. Though this road frequent- 
ly is not suitable for passenger car 
travel, lumber trucks can transit it 
most of the year. 


Improvement of the roads connecting 
Tegucigalpa with the Department of 
Olancho also has begun to open new 
pine areas in that Department for the 
Tegucigalpa market as well as for El 
Salvador. 


Lumber Use Stable 


No dramatic increase is foreseen in 
domestic consumption of lumber for 
construction. However, it is expected 
that local consumption will continue to 
increase gradually under present eco- 
nomic conditions which are fairly fa- 
vorable in Honduras. 


Since most construction is of rein- 
forced concrete or similar materials, 
the major use of lumber is for forms 
and interior fittings and _finishings. 
Greatest expansion will come in the ex- 
portation of logs and lumber, provided 
the demand and prices remain good, 


Record World Rice 
Crop Is Forecast 


A record world rice crop for 1952- 
53 has been forecast by the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

The Department’s Office of Foreign 
Agricultural Relations, in a first esti- 
mate, placed the season’s (August-July) 
world production of rough rice at 176 
million short tons (3,521 million bags of 
100 pounds), an increase of 8 million 
tons (161 million bags) over 1951-52, 

The previous record, achieved since 
World War II, was 171 million tons 
(3,420 million bags) in 1948-49. 

The 1952-53 predicted harvest is 5 
percent above the prewar (1935-36/39- 
40) average and 9 percent above the 
postwar (1945-46/49-50) average. 

The forecast, which is significant in 
view of the stringent grain needs of 
the world, particularly in the Far East, 
follows the agency’s previous forecast 
of a record 1952 world wheat crop of 
7.15 billion bushels, compared with the 
previous year’s record of 6.48 billion 
bushels; and of a near-record 1952 world 
corn production of about 5.6 billion 
bushels, exceeded only by the 6-billion- 
bushel crop of 1948. 

Rice acreege has increased in vir- 
tually all areas of the world, and 
weather so far this season, unlike that 
of the past two years, has been gen- 
erally favorable, the Department of 
Agriculture reported. 


With the exception of Egypt, possibly 
Thailand, and Mexico, rice production 
in the countries usually having a sur- 
plus for export is larger than that of 
a year earlier. The total increase in 
the surplus countries is estimated at 
more than 1 million short tons of rough 
rice. The largest increases in the ex- 
porting countries are in Burma, the 
United States, and possibly Brazil. 
(U. S. Department of Agriculture press 
release, Nov. 6, 1952.) 





Venezuela Plans Sulfur Plant 


The Venezuelan Sulphur Corporation 
plans to construct a sulfur refinery at 
Carupano, Estado Sucre,’‘at a cost of 
5,000,000 bolivares ($15,000,000). 

The plant will refine sulfur mined 
from the corporation’s deposits near El 
Pilar. Samples of the ore were sent to 
the United States and Europe for test- 
ing, and the content is reported high. 


A camp was established at the mine 
site several months ago and a skeleton 
force has conducted preliminary inves- 
tigations. The deposits are believed to 
be extensive, and the Venezuelan Min- 
ing Association estimates that they con- 
tain 2,000,000 metric tons of sulfur. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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French Auto Output 
Attains New Record 


French automobile _ production 
reached a record-breaking total of 265,- 
205 motor vehicles in the first 6 months 
of 1952, according to a leading French 
economic magazine. 


Production in the full year 1951 
totaled 446,515, and showed a gain of 
nearly 20 percent over the 357,552 ve- 
hicles produced in 1950, and nearly 100 
percent over the prewar level of 224,000 
vehicles produced in 1938, 


France is now ranked the fourth 
largest producer of motor vehicles in 
the world, following the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and the Soviet 
Union. In Europe, the French automo- 
bile industry has greatly increased in 
importance since prewar years, when it 
accounted for 20 percent of the Euro- 
pean production. It now represents 30 
percent of the total European output 
of motor vehicles. 

Progress has been most significant in 
passenger cars, of which a total of 199,- 
000 was produced in 1938, but it has also 
increased in other types of vehicles. 
Production of trucks, busses, road trac- 
tors, and special cars in 1938 totaled 
25,000. The increased output in 1950, 
1951, and the first half of 1952 is shown 
by number and type in the following 
figures: 


French Production of Motor Vehicles 





January- 
June 

Type 1950 1951 1952 
Passenger Cars ......... 257,289 313,916 186,885 
Trucks. cecccceginee «OE0OH 128,383 67,138 
Busses ...... ceasmimeinnae 2,300 2,724 276 
Road tractors ............. 729 1,171 758 
ee 346 322 163 


Total bk 967.7 728 446, 515 256, 205 
Emphasis has been placed on the con- 


struction of small trucks up to 2-ton 
capacity, while the output of heavier 
trucks of éver 5-ton capacity has been 
increased only slightly. 

Most of the French motor-vehicle pool 
has been rebuilt since the end of the 
last war, although the total number of 
motor-vehicles is still below the 1939 
level. At the end of 1951, France had 
an estimated 2,300,000 motor-vehicles 
in use, of which 1,380,000 were passen- 
ger cars (1 car for 19 persons), A large 
percentage of these cars, however, are 
overaged and will have to be replaced. 


Several Types Manufactured 

Although quite a number of passen- 
ger-car manufacturers are active in 
France, four major producers (Renault 
with 103,774 cars, Citroen with 78,199, 
Peugeot with 57,462, and Simca with 
40,991) accounted for about 90 percent 
of total 1951 production. Three impor- 
tant companies manufactured 90 per- 
cent of the trucks produced in 1951: 
Renault 62,981, Peugeot 23,282, and 
Citroen 22,802. 

In spite of the significant increase in 
the French motor-vehicle pool since the 
end of the war, domestic demand for 
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new cars has not been satisfied com- 
pletely and replacement of overaged 
vehicles will absorb additional output. 
It is expected, however, that an equilib- 
rium of the domestic market may be 
established in the near future. 


Exports Meet Competition 

More than one-fourth (125,295) of 
the French motor-vehicle production in 
1951 was exported to foreign countries 
and the French Union. Passenger cars 
(93,095) represented the bulk of French 
motor-vehicle exports, and all other 
types of vehicles accounted for 32,200 
cars. 

In the first 6 months of 1952 a general 
decrease in exports of motor vehicles 
was registered, the total exports of all 
types of cars reaching only 57,530, of 
which 44,852 were passenger cars and 
12,678 trucks and other types of cars. 
This decline in exports was attributed 
to the competition of British and Ger- 
man automobile manufacturers. 


The principal markets for French 
motor vehicles in 1951 were, in order 
of importance: Belgium (14,833), Aus- 
tralia (8,053), Sweden (7,276), Switzer- 
land (5,095), the United Kingdom 4,- 
815), and Brazil (4,192). 

To maintain its position on foreign 
markets, as well as to satisfy domestic 
requirements of the public, it is stated 
that French automobile manufac- 
turers will have to direct their efforts 
toward reducing production costs, im- 
proving production techniques, and in- 
troducing new models more frequently. 





Brazilian Rubber Production 
Up 25 Percent in 9 Months 


Output of natural rubber in Brazil 
totaled 24,948 long tons in the first 9 
months of 1952, a 25 percent increase 
over the 19,843 tons produced in the 
like period of 1951. These figures repre- 
sent gross weight with no allowance 
for moisture content. Output in August 
and September 1952 was 2,262 tons and 
2,300 tons, respectively. 

Production of washed and dried rub- 
ber in plants under contract to the 
Amazon Credit Bank totaled 19,985 long 
tons in January-September 1952, up 7 
percent from the January-September 
1951 figure of 18,679 tons. 

Imports of natural rubber into Brazil 
in the first 9 months of 1952 amounted 
to 9,443 tons, as against 2,512 tons in 
the like period of 1951. Last year 
marked the first time that Brazil, 
traditionally an exporter of rubber, had 
to import rubber to serve the needs of 
the expanding domestic rubber products 
manufacturing industry. 

At the end of September 1952, stocks 
of domestic rubber in the hands of the 
Amazon Credit Bank included 4,695 
tons in producing areas and 3,310 tons 
in consuming centers. In addition, the 
Bank held 4,996 tons of imported rubber 
in Sao Paulo, 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


Italy Reports Record 
Exports of Chemicals 


The Italian chemical industry ex- 
ported a total of 362,418 metric tons 
of chemicals valued at 25,547 million 
lire ($41,000,000) in the first 7 months 
of 1952, compared with 156,222 tons 
and 18,662 million lire ($30,000,000) in 
the corresponding period of 1951. This 
increase, 132 percent by weight and 
37 percent by value, practically assures 
the industry of an all-time record of 
exports this year. 

Leaders of the chemical industry 
point out that the principal factor in 
this development has been the export 
of chemical fertilizers, which increased 
from 14,357 metric tons valued at 
million lire in the first 7 months of 
1951 to 215,646 tons valued at 7,559 
million lire in the corresponding period 
of 1952. The latter figures also exceed 
by wide margins the entire 1951 exports 
of fertilizers, totaling 63,152 tons val- 
ued at 2,406 million lire. 

About half of the fertilizer exports 
have been made to Formosa and South 
Korea on vessels chartered by the 
U. S. Army in accordance with con- 
tracts signed in February 1952 between 
Army officials acting on behalf of the 
Procurement Agency at Yokohama, 
Japan, and the MSA Mission at Taipeh, 
Formosa, and officials of Societa’ Mon- 
tecatini and S.E.1.F.A.-Societa’ Ex- 


portazione Importazione Fertillizzanti 
Azotati, both of Milan. 


Most Supplied by Combine 

Approximately 90 percent of the fer- 
tilizers were supplied by Montecatini, 
the large chemicals-metals combine, and 
the remainder was furnished by S.E.1. 
F.A. from small, independent producers. 
The fertilizers consisted of 75,000 met- 
ric tons of ammonium sulfate and 13,- 
565 tons of superphosphates shipped to 
South Korea, and 25,360 tons of am- 
monium sulfate to Formosa. The total 
of 113,925 tons realized $6,611,733 for 
the exporters. 


Montecatini, the largest chemical com- 
bine in Italy, showed a registered capi- 
tal in its 1951 balance sheet of 48 bil- 
lion lire ($76,800,000). 

After transferring 5 percent of the 
profits to the legal reserve, voting 0.75 
percent to the board of directors, and 
an ordinary dividend of 5 percent, an 
extraordinary dividend of 9 percent was 
paid to the stockholders. 


Montecatini’s operations are carried 
on through five or six large firms. The 
total number of factories, mines, etc., 
controlled by Montecatini now amount 
to 110, a drop from the 150 of a few 
years ago.—Am. Cons. Gen., Milan. 
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Netherlands Fruit 
Crop Nears Peak 


Excellent weather in the Netherlands 
throughout the growing season and new 
production from orchards planted in the 
late 1940’s brought the 1952 harvest of 
apples and pears close to the peak pro- 
duction of 1949. 


The apple crop of 360,000 metric tons 
was 12 percent, and the pear crop of 
180,000 tons was 50 percent higher than 
the corresponding crops in 1951. 

Sinee 1952 fruit harvests have been 
equally good in other European coun- 
tries, profitable marketing will be dif- 
ficult. Moreover competition and slack 
demand have depressed fruit prices to 
extremely low levels. The prolonged 
marketing season made possible by the 
gradual expansion of cold-storage facil- 
ities in the Netherlands may alleviate 
the situation, but the trade is not opti- 
mistic. 

Domestic consumption of apples in 
the 1951-52 season from the 1951 crop 
fell to 135,700 metric tons, 80 percent 
of the 1950-51 amount. The drop was 
due to the large foreign demand, which 
drained the domestic market and kept 
local prices high. Pear consumption in- 
creased by 11 percent to 85,800 metric 
tons. 


Foreign Trade Active in 1951-52 


The abundant 1951 fruit crop in the 
Netherlands found ready markets 
abroad in 1951-52. Total apple exports 
were 134,146 metric tons, more than 
three times as large as in 1950-51. Ex- 
ports of cherries and plums also in- 
creased substantially. Total pear ship- 
ments from the much larger crop were 
only 29,940 metric tons, because of the 
sharp drop in exports of pears to the 
important United Kingdom market. 

Despite the sharp curtailment due to 
payments difficulties, the United King- 
dom remained an important market, 
but West Germany forged ahead to be- 
come the chief buyer of both apples 
and pears. Belgium and Luxembourg 
bought much larger quantities of both 
fruits than in the preceding year. 

Netherlands imports of deciduous 
fruits have been fairly small since 
World War II. Because of the larger 
domestic crops, 1951-52 imports were 
only 2,720 metric tons, 23 percent less 
than in the preceding year. More than 
half of the 1951-52 apple imports orig- 
inated in the United States, which sent 
1,754 tons. 

Citrus fruit imports increased. The 
73,285 metric tons of oranges purchased 
in 1951-52 represented a 3-percent rise 
over 1950-51. Imports of lemons (4,644 
metric tons) and of tangerines (5,797 
tons) increased by 14 percent and 35 
percent, respectively. 

Spain was again the chief supplier 
of oranges, but the United States re- 
placed Israel as the second most im- 
portant source. The 15,673 tons of 
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oranges imported from the United 
States, 21 percent of total imports, was 
more than double the quantity imported 
from the United States in 1950-51. 


A sharp decline is predicted in Neth- 
erlands imports of both deciduous and 
citrus fruits in the 1952-53 crop year 
because of the abundance of domestic 
apples and pears. In addition, trade 
sources report that large quantities of 
California oranges imported last sea- 
son are still in cold storage and are 
only very gradually being channeled to 
the domestic market at low prices. 


CHEMICALS 
Belgian Fertilizer Exports High 


Belgium exports substantial quanti- 
ties of fertilizers. The principal types 
exported in the fiscal year 1951-52 in- 
cluded ammonium sulfate and ammon- 
ium nitrate, which went chiefly to 
Spain, Greece, China, Portugal, Hong 
Kong, and Ceylon. 

Leading markets for basic slag, su- 
perphosphate, and precipitated phos- 
phate rock were the Netherlands, Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany, and Poland. 

Some precipitated phosphates were 
exported to the United States. 

Potassic fertilizer exports, principally 
of potassium sulfate, went chiefly to the 
United Kingdom, France, and Japan, 
although a relatively large amount was 
exported to the United States. 


W. German Potash Output Rises 


The current West German output of 
1,200,000 ‘tons of potash is considered 
a substantial gain over that in the pre- 
war period, when about 25 percent of 
the 1,800,000 metric tons produced an- 
nually came from what is now the Fed- 
eral Republic. 


The potash industry in Germany was 
affected by World War II and the 
events following it ‘more than other 
branches of fertilizer production. 


Production, consumption, and stocks 
of potash increased in the fiscal year 
1951-52. However, domestic sales were 
not so high as anticipated, principally 
because of price and freight increases, 
nor did exports reach the estimated 
figure, and stocks, especially of high- 
percentage potassic fertilizers, accumu- 
lated. 








Indian Industry Satisfactory 


Mysore Chemicals and Fertilizers, 
Ltd., India, considered its operations 
satisfactory in the year ended March 
31, 1952, despite a slight decline in net 
profits. 


The factory had to suspend operations 
for 4 to 5 months because of the sulfur 
shortage, but demand for the company’s 
products was good, especially for sul- 
furie acid. Although it was not possible 
to satisfy the domestic market for this 
product, the needs of permanent custo- 


mers in the textile and chemical indus- 
tries were met. 

The plant’s entire output of super- 
phosphate was under allotment to con- 
sumers by the Central Phosphatic Pool, 
now discontinued. 

Prospects for the purchase of addi- 
tional amounts of sulfur are not en- 
couraging, but the company is making 
efforts to obtain as much as possible to 
ensure continuity of operation. 


Italy Buys More Carbon Black 


Italy’s imports of carbon black in- 
creased to 6,265 metric tons in the first 
6 months of 1952 from 3,595 tons in the 
corresponding period of 1951, according 
to the Central Institute of Statistics, 
The United States was the principal 
supplier. 


New Fertilizer Plants for Taiwan 


A plan to increase annual fertilizer 
production in Taiwan (Formosa) from 
138,000 metric tons to 438,000 tons calls 
for the establishment of two fertilizer 
plants, one in Keelung and another in 
Hualien. Output of the plants is sched- 
uled at 176,000 tons of urea and 70,000 
tons of ammonium nitrate, respectively, 

In addition, the Kaohsiung ammon- 
ium-sulfate plant is expanding its pro 
duction from 7,000 tons to 60,000 tons. 

The Taiwan Fertilizer Manufacturing 
Corporation produced 14,000 tons of fer- 
tilizer in August 1952, compared with 
13,205 tons in July. 


Turkey Buys Dyes from Europe 


The shortage of dollar exchange makes 
U. S. participation in the Turkish dye 
market difficult. Principal suppliers of 
these materials in 1951 were the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany, the United 
Kingdom, France, Italy, and Switzer- 


land. Imports from the United States 
were small. 


FOODSTUFFS 
Gold Coast Cacao Exported 


Total purchases of Gold Coast cacao 
of the 1951-52 main and 1952 mid crops 
totaled 206,904 tons and 3,759 tons, re- 
spectively, or about 94 percent of the 
local Government’s estimate. 

Expofts of cacao from the Gold Coast 
in the first 8 months of 1952 amounted 
to 160,169 tons. In the January-June 
1952 period exports totaled 153,720 tons, 
of which the United States took 60,349 
tons, the United. Kingcom 39,845 tons, 
Germany 14,459 tons, and the U.S. S. R. 
13,000 tons. Smaller amounts went to a 
number of other countries. 


India Studies Coffee Husk Use 


Coffee husk, formerly considered a 
waste material, has become a commod- 
ity of interest to the Indian coffee trade. 

The Indian Coffee Board has approved 
a grant not to exceed 15,000 rupees 
per annum for 3 years to the Mysore 
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Central Food Technological Research 
Institute. The Institute has been asked 
by the Board to study various subjects 
pertaining to coffee, including the possi- 
ble utilization of coffee husk as a sub- 
stitute for chicory. 


Guatemalan Coffee Exports Up 


Coffee exports from Guatemala dur- 
ing the period October 1, 1951, to Sep- 
tember 13, 1952, totaled 997,910 bags, 
a gain of about 20 percent as compared 
with 823,910 bags in the 1950-51 crop 
year (October 1, 1950 to September 30, 
1951). 


In the 1951-52 period the United 
States took 86 percent, the Nether- 
lands 5 percent, Great Britain 2 per- 
cent, and Belgium 2 percent. The re- 
maining 5 percent went to a number 
of countries. 

On September 13, 1952, port stocks 
of coffee from the 1951-52 crop totaled 
only 11,600 bags. Although this was the 
largest stock recorded for the last two 
“end of the month” inventories, stocks 
at one time during the peak season in 
February totaled as much as 62,000 
bags. ‘ 

As coffee from the 1952-53 crop, which 
was being harvested in October, moves 
into the markets, stocks will grow pro- 
gressively larger. Favorable weather 
conditions throughout the coffee produc- 
ing areas indicate a large 1952-53 coffee 
crop. Production is forecast by the 
Central Coffee Office and trade sources 
at about the same level as that of last 
year. The 1951-52 crop was estimated at 


~ 1,150,000 bags of 60 kilograms each, of 


which about 1,000,000 bags were for ex- 
port and the remaining 150,000 bags 
were for domestic consumption. 


Haitian Coffee Crop Decreased 


Haitian coffee produced for export 
during the 1951-52 crop year totaled 
395,242 bags of 60 kilograms each, com- 
pared with 319,128 bags harvested from 
the 1950-51 crop. 


The 1952-53 crop is conservatively 
estimated at 320,000 bags—10 to 30 
percent smaller than the banner 1951- 
52 crop. 


Exports of coffee in the first 9 months 
of the 1951-52 fiscal year (October 1951 
to June 1952) amounted to 27,160 metric 
tons, compared with 23,443 tons in the 
corresponding period of the 1950-51 
fiscal year. 


Exports of coffee totaled 23,675 tons 
in the first 8 months of 1952. The three 
largest buyers were the United States, 
Belgium, and Italy. 

France is expected again to become 
an important market for coffee as a 
result of the Haitian-F'rench Commer- 
cial Accord signed on July 12, 1952. 
Under the terms of this agreement the 
French Government agrees to license 
imports of at least 4,000 metric tons 
ef Haitian coffee annually for 3 years. 
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Indian Coffee Crop Larger 


The Indian 1951-52 coffee crop (July 
1, 1951, through June 30, 1952) is esti- 
mated by the Indian Coffee Board at 
350,534 bags of 60 kilograms each, com- 
pared with 312,432 bags in 1950-51 and 
347,486 bags in 1949-50. Trade circles 
still contend that the 1951-52 crop 


should be slightly above the ICB’s esti- 
mate, or about 364,081 bags. 

The Indian Coffee Board is a quasi- 
government organization. Representa- 
tives of the Government of India, coffee- 
growing State Governments, growers, 
trade, and labor, constitute the board. 
The entire domestic crop is statutorily 
surrendered to the board for marketing. 
Operational costs are deducted from the 
sale proceeds of coffee marketed, the 
remainder being distributed among 
growers. 

Exports of coffee from India in the 
crop year 1951-52 amounted to 25,401 
bags, of which 5,080 bags were coffee 
from the 1950-51 crop, and 20,321 bags 
were from the 1951-52 crop. The United 
Kingdom took 10,161 bags and the re- 
mainder went to other foreign destina- 
tions. 

On June 30, 1952, the ICB had in 
stock 184,936 bags of coffee of the 
1951-52 crop. Stocks of the 1950-51 
crop were all exhausted. 


Mexican Trade in Cacao Down 


The 1952 Mexican cacao bean crop is 
estimated at 6,800 metric tons, a de- 
crease of 16 percent as compared with 
the 8,139 tons estimated for 1951. 

Exports of raw cacao, in bulk or 
bagged, in the first 8 months of 1952, 
totaled 1,866 metric tons, valued at 10,- 
763,692 pesos (1 peso=U. S. $0.116) 
compared with 1,514 tons, valued at 
8,108,674 pesos shipped in the cor- 
responding period of 1951. All exports 
of raw cacao in the first 8 months of 
1952 went to the United States. 


Exports of chocolate and cacao prep- 
arations in the first 8 months of 1952 
amounted to 1,716 kilograms (1 kilo- 
gram= 2.2046 pounds) valued at 15,666 
pesos, a slight reduction from the 1951 
shipments of 2,200 kilograms, valued at 
20,169 pesos. The increasing domestic 
demand for chocolate and cacao prep- 
arations, and the high prices prevailing 
in Mexico for these products are said 
to be the reasons for this reduction. 

Exports of cocoa butter, pastes, syrup, 
and husk were very small. 


Imports of cacao powder in the first 
8 months of 1952 amounted to 16,757 
kilograms valued at 120,717 pesos, com- 
pared with 13,688 kilograms valued at 
98,043 pesos imported during the like 
period in 1951. 

Domestic consumption continued at 
about 6,000 metric tons, and stocks on 
hand as of October 1, 1952, were esti- 
mated at about 1,500 tons. 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 
MOTION PICTURES 


Austria Has New Projector 


A new Austrian motion picture pro- 
jector E XII has been produced in the 
past year by Electro-Akustic Gesell- 
schaft, Vienna. 

New and modernized theaters are 
equipped with projectors of Austrian, 
Italian, and West German origin, but 
the greater number of the projectors in 


the theaters are prewar German ma- 
chines. Many of the older projectors 
have been in use for a long time, and 
normally would be replaced but for 
present business conditions. 


Austria had 1,084 theaters as of Sep- 
tember 30, 1952, which exhibited 35-mm. 
motion pictures. Of these theaters, 13 
were closed temporarily, and 2 were 
given over entirely to the use of occu- 
pying powers. The total seating capac- 
ity of these theaters was estimated at 
295,000. 

A total of 223 theaters are located 
in Vienna. In addition, 16 motion-picture 
theaters are used for the exhibition of 
16-mm. films, 12 in the Province of 
Burgenland, 2 in Vienna, and 2 in the 
Province of Styria. 





Sweden Buys Many U. S. Films 


Motion picture films released for 
showing in Swedish theaters in the film 
year ended June 30, 1952, totaled 322 
—slightly less than the 335 released in 
1950-51, but somewhat higher than the 
301 released in the 1949-50 season. 


Of the 322 films released in 1951-52, 
a total of 200, or about 62 percent, were 
U. S. productions, 38 were British films, 
25 French, 20 Swedish, 11 Italian, 9 
Austrian, 7 German, 3 Danish, 3 Soviet, 
2 Argentine, and one each from Switzer- 
land, Australia, Mexico, and Finland. 

The number of Swedish films released 
since 1947-48, when 41 were released, 
has declined steadily. It is still too 
early to determine the effect of the sys- 
tem instituted early this year by which 
the Swedish producers are to be sub- 
sidized both by a share of the entertain- 
ment tax and by a share of the admit- 
tance fees to be contributed by the 
exhibitor. 

It is reported that motion picture at- 
tendance in the first half of 1952 was 
2 or 3 percent below that of 1951, which 
may be attributable to the increase in 
admission prices. 


Fr. W. Indies Expand Facilities 


Exhibition of 16-mm. films in the 
French West Indies has increased 
steadily and at present 29 commercial 
16-mm. theaters, with an estimated seat- 
ing capacity of 9,300, are in operation. 
Future possibilities for expansion lie 
in improving present facilities in rural 
districts and the possible construction 











Commodities—Continued 


of several theaters in the larger cities. 

A new 16-mm. theater is to be opened 
in the near future in Guadeloupe, and 
the possibilities for another 16-mm. 
theater on Martinique are considered 
promising. 

All 16-mm. entertainment films come 
directly from France, and about 50 
percent of them are of U. S. origin, 20 
percent are French, and the others are 
mainly Italian, British, and other Euro- 
pean films. 

The distributor pays from 40,000 to 
80,000 francs for distribution rights on 
each feature film. In addition he pays 
15,000 francs for the film copy and an 
extra 4,000 francs for short subjects. 
Distribution rights for U. S. films are 
usually granted for 6 months to a year; 
for French films the time ranges from 
3 to 5 years. 


Eighteen theaters, having a total of 
7,150 seats, exhibit 35-mm. films in the 
French West Indies; 13 are on Marti- 
nique, 4 in Guadeloupe, .and 1 in French 
Guiana. 

In 1951 approximately 150 feature 35- 
mm. films were exhibited in this area, 
80 of which were U. S. films, 50 French, 
and 20 came from other countries. Ap- 
proximately 100 short subjects, the 
greater number being U. S. productions, 
and 52 French newsreels were also ex- 
hibited. 

Average weekly attendance is esti- 
mated at 34,000. Tickets cost from 50 
to 150 francs in the cities and from 25 
to 100 francs in rural districts. Box- 
office receipts of the average 35-mm. 
feature film are estimated at 350,000 
frances annually (350 francs=US$1). 


Film Sales Increased in Iran 


An unexpected increase in sales of 
16-mm. films and equipment for private 
use was experienced in Iran during the 
past year. 

Small 16-mm. projectors especially 
found a ready market owing to their 
moderate price. Trade sources report 
that about 900 of these small projectors 
were imported in the year ended March 
30, 1952, and most of them have been 
sold. 


Large 16-mm. projectors for both 
silent and sound films also were im- 
ported in larger number in the past 
year, and more films were available 
_ than in the preceding year. 


The largest visual education program 
in Iran has been carried on by the U. S. 
Embassy in Tehran. The British Coun- 
cil supplies films and equipment to the 
Ministry of Education and has occa- 
sional showings and programs of its 
own, and the French Cultural Institute 
also shows films. 


The U. S. Embassy has conducted six 
audio-visual teacher training courses for 
elementary and secondary teachers and 
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GATT Meeting Marked 


(Continued from Page 12) 


was the only country prepared at this 
session to specify items it might wish to 
withdraw, was authorized to reduce its 
imports of wheat flour from the United 
States by 12,000 tons in 1953. 


The contracting parties recognized 
that it might be necessary to convene 
a special session later to deal with other 
proposals. 


Other Problems Considered 


Other complaints disposed of at the 
session included the United Kingdom 
purchase tax, long objected to by The 
Netherlands, Canada, France, and Italy 
because of its discriminatory effect on 
certain imported goods. The U. K. dele- 
gation reported that these discrimina- 
tory aspects had been eliminated. 


A complaint brought by the United 
Kingdom concerning an increase in 
tariff rates imposed by the Greek Gov- 
ernment was settled when the contrac- 
ting parties agreed this was a violation 
of GATT and the Greek Government 
undertook to eliminate the violation by 
July 1, 1953. 


The contracting parties urged the 
Belgian Government to remove discrim- 
inatory features of its “allocation fam- 
ilias,” a tax to provide allowances to 
workers’ families which is levied on 
products imported by Belgian govern- 
mental, provincial, and municipal au- 
thorities. Exemptions can be granted in 
cases of importation from countries 
where similar contributions are im- 
posed, and the Norwegian and Danish 
governments claimed they were being 
discriminated against since other con- 
tracting parties obtain such an exemp- 
tion. 

Consultation was held on: 


® Complaints by Turkey and Greece 
that they were seriously injured by the 
“escape clause” action taken by the 
United States last summer in increasing 
the duty on dried figs above levels in- 
corporated in the U. S. schedule of 
GATT. In the case of Turkey, agree- 
ment was reached on a series of pro- 
visional withdrawals permitting Turkey 
to increase duties on certain U. S. prod- 
ucts entering that country. Further 
study will be made in the case of Greece. 


@ A complaint by Greece, supported 
by Turkey, that it was injured by the 
U. S. export subsidy on raisins. The 
U. S. delegation pointed out that the 
subsidy had been designed to maintain 
the traditional U. S. export market for 
the product and had not increased U. S. 





has supplied films and equipment used 
by the Iranian educational system. Ob- 
servation of U. S. instructional firms in 
health, agriculture, and education has 
done much to stimulate the production 
of educational films in Iran for purposes 
of mass education. 


trade or expanded its production. Con- 
sultations were begun but not concluded 


because of the limited data available 
and the complicated nature of the prob- 
lem. 


@ A complaint against a Greek “con- 
tribution tax,” imposed on imported 
goods. The contracting parties decided 
to seek advice from the International 
Monetary Fund on the exchange aspect 
of the problem before making a decision, 

@ A complaint by Norway against 
discriminatory treatment by Germany of 
Norwegian-type sardines. Germany was 
requested to consider ways of removing 
the inequality of treatment accorded 
this product and to consult with Nor- 
way, reporting back at the eighth ses- 
sion. 

No progress was made in eliminating 
discrimination in certain Brazilian in- 
ternal taxes. The Brazilian delegation 
attributed lack of action to the change 
in the Brazilian Government and ex- 
pressed hope that the discrimination 
would be removed before the next ses- 
sion. 


Work on Tariff Plan Continued 


Work was continued on a plan put 
forward at the sixth session by the 
French delegation to the effect that 
tariffs should be lowered by 30 percent 
on a world-wide basis in three yearly 
stages of 10 percent. The report of the 
working party indicated that much re- 
mains to be done before a specific plan 
can be made available for consideration 
of the contracting parties. 


Considered separately was a recom. 
mendation from the Council of Europe 
on adoption of a common policy for 
lowering tariff barriers in Europe. A 
report on technical implications, pre- 
pared during the session by a group of 
experts, will be submitted to the Council 
of Europe. Since this is an experts’ re- 
port, it did not go before the contracting 
parties for approval. 

The 34 contracting parties to the 
General Agreement are: Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Burma, Can- 
ada, Ceylon, Chile, Cuba, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, 
Finland, France, Federal Republic of 
Germany, Greece, Haiti, India, Indo- 
nesia, Italy, Liberia, Luxembourg, Neth- 


erlands, New - Zealand, Nicararagua, 
Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Southern 
Rhodesia, Sweden, Turkey, Union of 


South Africa, United Kingdom, and 
United States. 


The U. S. delegation was headed by 
Willard L. Thorp, Assistant Secretary 
for Economic Affairs of the Depart- 
ment of State, 


A number of nonmember countries, 
including Colombia, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Japan, Libya, Mexico, Switz- 
erland, Korea, and Yugoslavia, sent ob- 
servers to the meeting. 


The next session will be held Septem- 
ber 17, 1953. (Department of State 
press release 865, Nov. 10, 1952.) 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





"'The Conquest of the Desert" 
Now To Be Held in Summer 


The dates for “The Conquest of the 
Desert,” International Exhibition and 
Fair in Jerusalem originally set for 
April 16-May 18 have been changed to 
July 16 through August 17, 1953. 

Owing to the shortage of building 
materials in Israel it has been decided 
that the outdoor pavilions should be 
built for summer use only. Construction 
will start as soon as the rains stop in 
April. 

The Israel Government has allocated 
$250,000 and £30,000 toward the pur- 
chase of actual exhibits at the end of 
the Exhibition, in order to relieve ex- 
hibitors of the additional cost of ship- 
ping ‘exhibits back to the respective 


countries of origin. This amount will be 
distributed among different exhibitors 
by the Exhibition Management in Jeru- 
salem. A special committee is being set 
up for this purpose. 

This announcement revises the dates 
listed in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Apr. 14, p. 28, and Sept. 1, p. 19. 


Further information may be obtained 
from Dr. Aharon Rojansky, Director for 
the Western Hemisphere, or from Miss 
Sylvia Neulander, Assistant Director, 
in charge of United States Operations, 
139 East 57th Street, New York 22, 
N, Y. 





Palermo Fair Attracts Buyers 
Of Agricultural Machinery 


The Eleventh Mediterranean Fair 


‘which was held at Palermo, Italy, from 


June 25 to July 10 this year had some 
350 exhibitors, including 29 foreign 
firms. Among these were German, Aus- 
trian, Swiss, and Libyan firms, and 
Italian representatives of several Amer- 
ican and Canadian products. 


Agricultural machinery and wood- 
working machinery exhibits aroused the 
greatest interest among spectators and 
buyers. Other exhibits included local 
industries, bottled drinks, dairy prod- 
ucts, bottled gas, etc. No textiles or 
plastics were shown, 


The fair, considered more successful 
than in past years, was a retail fair of 
local proportions, offering a variety of 
international products on an over-the- 
counter sales basis, 


The 1953 dates will be announced as 
soon as known. Further information 
concerning this fair may be had from 
Management, Mediterranean Fair, Pa- 
lermo, Italy, or from the Office of the 
Commercial Counselor, Italian. Embassy, 


gl ggeorsg Street, N. W., Washington, 
D. 
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Liege Fair To Feature 
Industrial Equipment 


The Liege International Industrial 
Fair, under the patronage of the Belgian 
Government and of various industry 
federations and groups, will be held for 
the fifth time at Liege from April 25 
to May 10, 1953. 


By agreement the Liege Fair is held 
on the -same dates as the Brussels In- 
ternational Fair in order that visitors 
from abroad may attend both fairs. The 
Liege Fair represents a_ specialized 
aspect of the Brussels Fair, although 
each fair is managed separately. 


Only manufacturers, producers, con- 
structors, or their general and exclusive 
agents may exhibit at the Liege Fair, 
which is devoted primarily to industrial 
machinery and equipment, particularly 
for mines, metallurgy, and electrical 
and heavy industries. The fair gives an 
impressive display of these Belgian in- 
dustries, which are strongly concen- 
trated in the Liege and nearby areas. 

Exhibits are in three large permanent 
buildings on the left bank of the Meuse 
not far north of the center of Liege, in 
the section called ‘“Caronmeuse.” ‘The 
halls cover 29,000 square meters with 
an open air esplanade of 14,000 square 
meters, 

Exhibits Extensive 


Exhibits are organized in 20 groups: 
Mining; iron and steel; nonferrous 
metals; steel—wire drawing—stretching 
and cold rolling; forging—heavy stamp- 
ing and allied trades; sheet metal— 
sheet metal work—sundry metal fabri- 
cations; builders’ hardware—contrac- 
tors’ sundry equipment; bridge and 
structural ironwork—heavy metal con- 
struction—boilers; shipbuilding; railway 
plant and transport equipment; aircraft 
—motor vehicles—bicycles; prime 
movers—compressors—pumps; machine 
tools and small tools; sundry mechani- 
cal engineering; contractors’ plant and 
machinery—hoisting and handling ap- 
pliances; machinery, equipment and 
plant for miscellaneous industries; elec- 
trical engineering and electronics; pre- 
cision engineering; portable arms and 
ammunition; materials and supplies for 
the metallurgic and electrical trades. 


There is also a feature section for 
specialized exhibits which in 1953 will 
be: Mining by mechanical means and 
by explosives; equipment and products 
of the metallurgical industries; prime 
movers (turbines, internal combustion 
and other engines); equipment for food 
industries; and electronics applied to 
industry. 

Foreign goods for exhibition purposes 
at this fair are admitted free of customs 
duties and of transmission and luxury 
taxes provided they are reexported at 
the end of the fair. No import or export 





Dates Set for Colon 
Exposition in 1954 


The Management of the Colon 
International Commercial E x po - 
sition at Colon, Panama, has an- 
nounced that this exposition orig- 
inally scheduled for February 28 
to March 15, 1953, and later can- 
celled (see Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, July 14, p. 33 and Oct. 
27, 1952, p. 25) is now scheduled 
to be held March 20 to April 4, 
1954. 


These changes were made in 
response to requests from various 
countries and industrial firms, who 
felt that they needed more time 
to make adequate preparations for 
this event. 

Further information may be 
had from Mario de Diego, Director 
General, International Commer- 
cial Exposition, Colon, Panama. 











AN INTERNATIONAL Apiculture 
Exhibit was held in the zoological 
gardens in Antwerp, Belgium, from July 
10 to July 30, 1952. 


Twenty countries, including the 
United States, participated in this ex- 
hibit to initiate the public into matters 
of apiculture in general and the im- 
portant role of bees in agriculture and 
horticulture from an economic view- 
point. Emphasis was placed on technical 
progress in apicultural equipment and 
techniques. 





license is required. Merchandise not re- 
exported must comply with the usual 
import regulations. 


Fair Successful in ’52 


The 1952 fair was reportedly a suc- 
cess. About 182,000 visitors attended, of 
whom 9,600 were from 41 foreign coun- 
tries, as against half that number from 
34 countries in 1951. This increase came 
mainly from the United States, the 
Middle East, and Scandinavia. 

Approximately 690 firms had exhibits, 
of which 298 were exhibits of products 
of foreign firms. Among these were 48 
exhibits of products of American firms. 
Accerding to the fair management, this 
was a slight increase over the humber 
of 1951 exhibitors. Western Germany, 
Great Britain, France, the United 
States, and Switzerland were the prin- 
cipal exhibitors. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Management, Liege International 
Fair, 17 Boulevard d’Avroy, Liege, Bel- 
gium, or the Belgian Chamber of Com- 
merce in the U. S., Inc., 50 Rockfeller 
Plaza, New York, N. Y., or the Office of 
the Commercial Counselor, Belgium 
Embassy, 1780 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N. W., Washington, D. C, 
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Paraguay's Economic Activity 
(Continued from Page §) 


ments concluded between the Para- 
guayan Government and Italian indus- 
trialists entered the country in the third 
quarter. If Paraguay implements its 
side of the agreements, which it is ex- 
pected to do soon, several complete 
Italian industrial establishments valued 
at several millions of dollars will be 
relocated in Paraguay. 


Colonization Presents Problem 


A considerable amount of delay and 
difficulty has been encountered in rati- 
fication of the colonization agreements 
signed with emigrant groups from 
Western Germany and Italy. As a con- 
sequence, implementation of the agree- 
ments entered into with the Italian in- 
dustrialists has been delayed. 


Representatives of the colonists re- 
quest certain privileges which are ex- 
tremely difficult for the Paraguayan 
Government to grant. It appears that, 
after prolonged discussions, the princi- 
pal point at issue is the proportion of 
foreign exchange earnings that the 
colonists will be allowed to retain from 
the sale of their produce abroad. 


Generally, all export earnings must 
be sold to the Central Bank at the rate 
of 15 guaranies per U. S. dollar or its 
equivalent in other currencies. If the 
colonists were allowed to retain a cer- 
tain percentage of their foreign ex- 
change earnings, this could be sold in 
the black market at a rate of 45 to 50 
guaranies per dollar or could be utilized 
for other purposes. 

It is reported that the Italian indus- 
trialists will be permitted to retain 
about 50 percent of their foreign ex- 
change earnings in order to purchase 
equipment and raw materials. It is also 
reported that, while the Central Bank 
is willing to accord the same treatment 
to the colonists, they are holding out for 
a much higher percentage. 

Because of newspaper comment on 
the subject, colonists already established 
in Paraguay are requesting exchange 
privileges, and certain Paraguayan in- 
dustrialists resent those granted the 
Italian manufacturers.—Emb., Asuncion. 





Yugoslav Trade Deficit 
* (Continued from Page 5) 


corn and 30,000 tons of oats will be 
needed as feedgrains. 


Half-Year Exports Show Surplus 


Exports in the first 6 months of 1952 
showed a surplus of $37,000,000, exclu- 
sive of goods received under the Tri- 
partite Aid Program financed by 
France, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States. 

Corn, which contributed approximate- 
ly 65 percent of total agricultural ex- 
ports, reached a peak of 463,000 metric 
tons, compared with 228,000 tons in the 
first half of 1951. Sugar, beet pulp, and 
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bran contributed 1.5 billion dinars ($5,- 
000,000), whereas none of these items 
had been exported in the first 6 months 
of 1951. Shipment of prunes reached 
8,254 tons, in contrast with 375 tons in 
the first half of 1951. 


Changes in nonagricultural exports 
were much less notable. The most en- 
couraging development was an increase, 
over the first 6 months of 1952, in the 
volume and value of chemical and paper 
product exports, owing primarily to 
sharp rises in the quantities of copper 
sulfate, cigarette paper, and wood pulp 
shipped. 

The value of Yugoslav exports in two 
other principal categories—metals and 
timber—increased only moderately. The 
volume of sawn-timber exports actually 
decreased, but the drop was compen- 
sated for by an increase in prices. On 
the other hand, a decline in prices of 
nonferrous metals was more than off- 
set by increases in quantities of bauxite, 
chrome, and other metals exported. 

The export surplus was achieved de- 
spite the fact that imports of raw ma- 
terials (cotton, wool, coke, and crude 
oil) and capital equipment were large 
in the first 6 months of this year. These 
imports were, in fact, $30,000,000 more 
than in the like period of 1951. Their ef- 
fect on this year’s trade balance was not 
as.great, however, as the impact on the 
1951 half-year balance from the $61,- 
000,000 spent in that period for “ab- 
normal” food imports. | 

The trade position was sharply re- 
versed after the middle of the year, 
first as a result of the seasonal decline 
in exports of agricultural products and 
later as a consequence of the drought. 
Meanwhile, imports of machinery and 
equipment, steel products, and other 
semifinished goods continued at the 
same levels or even increased—Emb, 
Belgrade. 


World Trade Leads 


(Continued ‘from Page 19) 


Turkey. Scheduled to arrive November 
15, via New York, for a visit of 6 weeks. 
Itinerary: New York, Milwaukee, Chi- 
cago, Detroit, Indianapolis, and Bloom- 
ington (Indiana). Since.no U. S. address 
was provided, it is suggested that inter- 
ested parties write direct to the visitor's 
firms in Turkey. 








TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Division 
has recently sublished the following 
trade lists of which mimeographed 
copies may be obtained by firms dom- 
iciled in the United States from this 
Division and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is $1 a 
list for each country. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 








U. Marine 
S. IVEARINE IWEWS 

The Coast Guard has eased some of 
the restrictions imposed on ship trans- 
portation after the Texas City, Tex., 
disaster, in which a vessel loading ni- 
trates exploded and killed nearly 150 
people. 

Shippers will now be permitted to 
handle calcium ammonium nitrate ferti- 
lizers under the same restrictions im- 
posed for explosives. For the past 5 
years explosives have been loaded or 


unloaded only at isolated waterfront 
docks. 





United States Steel Corporation ore 
vessels from Latin America will begin 
unloading directly at the Fairless plant 
at Morrisville, near Philadelphia, in sev- 
eral months, the Philadelphia Bureau 
of Port Operations has disclosed. 


Reports indicate that as soon as 
dredging operations now in progress on 
the Delaware Channel reach the 25- 
foot depth United States Steel will start 
direct shipments, beginning what will 
probably be. the biggest year in the 
history of the port of Philadelphia. 





Edward Riley, vice president of Gen- 
eral Motors and general manager of its 
overseas operation division, has been 
selected as the 1952 recipient of the 
annual Captain Robert Dollar Memorial 
Award for Distinguished Contribution, 
to Advancement of American Foreign 
Trade. 





The Pacific Coast Co. has come back 
into the steamship industry for the first 
time since 1947, with the purchase of 
a T-2 tanker by its wholly owned Pana- 
manian corporation. 

Reports indicate the tanker has been 
chartered for 6 years at a yearly fee of 
about $500,000. 





Equipment Importers and Dealers~ 
Angola. 
Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Manufacturers—Argentina, 
Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manu- 
facturers, and Exporters—Peru. 


Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters — Dominican 
Republic. - 


Hardware Importers and Dealers~ 
India. 

Iron, Steel, and Building-Material Im- 
porters and Dealers—Ecuador. 

Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Algeria. 

Meat Packing, Sausage and Casings~ 
Western Germany. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Manu- 
facturers and Exporters—Western Ger- 
many. 

Radio. and Radio-Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Mexico. 

Wool, Raw, Exporters 





India, 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 








IBRD Loan Approved 
For Magdalena R. R. 


The President of Colombia has 
formally approved a loan contract 
between the Government and the 
International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development for 
US$25,000,000, to cover expenses 
in connection with the construc- 
tion of the Magdalena Valley Rail- 
road and reconstruction of the 
central railroad shops in Bogota. 

However, IBRD requires ap- 
proval of the contract by the 
Colombian Congress, and it will 
be submitted to the session which 
opened on October 20. 











New Cross-Channel Service 
To Begin During Holidays 


The 3,600-ton cross-Channel passen- 
ger ship Irish Coast, built by the Belfast 
shipbuilding firm of Harland & Wolff, 
Ltd., has completed its sea trials and 
has been turned over to its owners, 
Coast Lines, Ltd. 


The new ship, which will undertake 
“free lance’ duties between English and 
Scottish ports, and Belfast, Dublin, and 
Cork, will take the place of the old 
Longford in acting as a relief to the 
regular fleet during the annual over- 
haul and periodic survey. She will go 
into service at the peak holiday season. 

The vessel will provide high-standard 
eomfort for 242 first-class passengers in 
single-berth and two-berth rooms and 
one four-berth room, on the promenade 
of A and B decks. Third-class accom- 
modations for 146 persons are also of 
high standard and include two-berth 
and four-berth rooms and cabins for 
men and women, 





Hong Kong-Iltaly Shipping 
Service To Be Resumed 


The Lloyd-Trestino Company will re- 
sume its monthly shipping services from 


Italy to Hong Kong in May or June, 
1953. 


The run, between Hong Kong and 
Genoa, is expected to require 24 days. 
The service will be furnished by two 
new 11,000-ton ships built in Italy this 
summer and now on the Bombay run. 

Each of the ships, the Victoria and 
the Asia, has a capacity of 160 first- 
class passengers and 300 tourist passen- 
gers and a cargo space of about 150,000 
cubic feet. The ships have all the latest 
modern conveniences and are expected 
to be an excellent addition to the ship- 
ping service out of Hong Kong. 


The agent in Hong Kong is Dodwell 
& Company. 
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Sale of Cuban Road 
Meets Opposition 


The apparent lack of interest abroad 
in the Cuban Government’s offer to sell 
the United Railways, serving Habana 
and the western Provinces of Cuba, led 
the railway labor unions to renew in 
September their pleas for Government 
adoption of the alternative plan pro- 
posed some months ago by the railway’s 
Federal interventor, Louis A. Chiappy. 


The Chiappy plan calls for prompt 
payment by the Government of an out- 
standing claim of 660,000 pesos against 
it for services rendered; Government 
facilitation of a $2,000,000 bank loan to 
meet operating expenses during the 
months of sugar transport inactivity; 
payment by the Government of $500,000 
as part of the indemnity due the rail- 
way for expropriations of railway lands 
and properties. The latter amount is 
badly needed for the purchase of 35 
Diesel locomotives. 


The Chiappy plan provides also for 
Government purchase of 51 percent of 
United Railways recapitalized stock, the 
other 49 percent to be offered for pur- 
chase by the Consolidated Railway and 
by prominent users of the transport 
service, such as sugar mills, factories, 
and railway car ferries. 


The plan envisages a total Govern- 
ment obligation of $20,000,000, which 


could be liquidated gradually out of the — 


proceeds from a proposed new tax of 5 
cents a bag on sugar. 





Ethiopia Revises Its 
Rates for Airmail 


The Ethiopian Postal Administration 
Service has published a revised table of 
the airmail postage rates which became 
effective on September 11. 

Air letters are now accepted in 
Ethiopia for all destinations, and rates 
on such letters to Canada, the United 
States, India, Ceylon, and European 
U. S. S. R. have been doubled. First- 
class airmail rates have been adjusted 
upward for Canada, Algeria, Spain, and 
Portugal, and downward for the Central 
American and South American Repub- 
lics, Indochina, and Indonesia. 

Post card rates are also decreased 
for South America and Central America, 
and are increased for nearby places, 
such as Kenya, the Somaliland, and 
the Sudan. 

All rates to most European countries 
remain unchanged. 

The only change affecting mail to the 
United States is that mentioned. Rates 
to the United States now in effect are 
as follows: First-class mail, per 10 
grams, Eth$0.80; post cards, each 0.40; 
air letters, each, 0.50; and second-class 
mail, per 10 grams, 0.40, 


Mexican Railways 
Up Freight Rates 


The Mexican National Railways on 
November 17 were granted an increase 
in freight rates ranging from 20 per- 
cent for basic necessities to 40 percent 
for most other commodities. The over- 
all average increase is estimated at 
slightly more than 34 percent. 

The estimated additional income to 
the railroads is 125 to 168 million pesos. 

Hearings held before the Tariff Com- 
mission prior to the decision became 
a forum for debate involving the Min- 
istry of Hacienda, the railroad, mining. 
interests, and merchants. The mining in- 
terests denied that the railroad lost 
money on the transportation of min- 
erals, and merchants complained that 
the increase would further raise the 
constantly rising cost of living. 

The railway workers have been prom- 
ised an unstated portion of the increased 
revenues for wage and salary boosts. 


Swedish Vessel Launched 


The 19,000-gross registered ton motor 
vessel Kungshsolm has been launched 
and the vessel is expected to be deliv- 
ered to the Svenska Amerika Linien of 
Goteborg, Sweden, in the fall of 1953. 

The Kungsholm will be the largest 
passenger ship of the Swedish merchant 
fleet. It has space for about 130,000 
cubic feet of general cargo and 10,000 
cubic feet of refrigerated cargo. If no 
refrigerated cargo is carried, the space 
can be used for the transportation of 
50 automobiles. Collapsible masts will 
enable the vessel to pass the Kiel Canal. 

The Kungsholm will carry only first- 
and tourist-class passengers. On: this 
North Atlantic run 200 of the total of 
800 passengers will be first class. 








Swiss To Begin Official 
TV Broadcasting in July 


Official television broadcasting 
in Switzerland will begin from 
Zurich on July 1 of next year, ac- 
cording to the Swiss press. Until 
that date experimental television 
will be continued. 

A license fee system reportedly 
is under consideration. The fee 
would amount to 50 Swiss francs 
for the first year of broadcasting, 
60 for fhe second year, and 70 for 
the third (1 Swiss franc approxi- 
mates 23 U. S. cents). 

Firms installing TV sets will be 
required to obtain, licenses, which 
will be granted only to those 
licensed to install radio sets. All 
TV receivers must be adjusted to 
receive only Swiss broadcasts. 
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Sweden Considering 
Experimental TV 


The Swedish Television Commission, a 
study group of six members appointed 
on February 1951, recently proposed 
the construction of experimental tele- 
vision stations at Stockholm and Upp- 
sala, to be completed by July 1, 1954. 

Upon completion these stations would 
transmit 2 hours a week until January 
1, 1955. During the remainder of the 
expermental period they would trans- 
mit 8 hours a week. 

A license fee of 50 to 75 crowns an- 
nually would be levied on receivers be- 
gining in January 1955. 

These two stations should cover an 
area with a population of 1,200,000, and 
the Commission hopes that 30,000 re- 
ceivers will have been installed by 1956. 

The Commission also proposed estab- 
lishment of the next experimental sta- 
tions in the Goteborg area and in the 
Province of Skane. 

The cost of a country-wide network 
was estimated at 250 million crowns, 
but the Commission put forth no pro- 
posal for such coverage. 

Although the Commission’s report 
does not cover the financing of tele- 
vision, it may be assumed that opera- 
tion would be financed out of fees paid 
by TV receiver owners. 


SABENA To Contract Loan 
For Purchase of Aircraft 


SABENA, the Belgian national air- 
line, has received governmental author- 
ity to contract a loan of 200,000,000 Bel- 
gian Congo francs for the purchase of 
10 new aircraft. 

The loan, to be made through Caisse 
d’Epargne du Congo Belge et du Ruanda 
Urundi, will be for a period of 20 years 
at 5 percent interest annually. Provi- 

The aircraft is already on order—6 
DC-6-B’s for delivery in the spring of 
1953, 2 DC-6-B’s for probable delivery 
in the spring of 1954, and 2 DC-6-A’s 
for probable delivery in the summer ot 
1954. 

It is expected that SABENA will ob- 
tain total loans approximating 450,000,- 
000 Belgian francs for the purchase of 
these planes (1 Belgian franc or 1 Bel- 
gian Congo franc=2 U. S. cents). 








Brazilian Railway Lines and 
Equipment Under Repair 


The replacement of Brazilian railway 
lines and equipment is part of a large 
program of activity outlined by Presi- 


dent Vargas in a speech on October 3. 


The project includes 11 railroads ad- 
ministered or subsidized by the Gov- 
ernment and involves’ expenditures 
amounting to more than 4,700,000,000 
cruzeiros (US$90,000,000). 

The Leopoldina Railroad, Noroeste de 
Brazil, Goias, Central do Brasil, Rede 


Mineira de Viacao, Rede de Viacao 
Parana-Santa Catarina, and Rede de 
Viaccao Cearense are among those to 
benefit most by the plan, 

In addition, several other projects to 
be begun before the end of the year, 
call for reconditioning of the Noroeste, 
Leste Brasileiro, the Central’s narrow 
gage, Companhia Mogiana, Araraquara, 
Sorocabana, Vitorio a Minas, Viacao 
Ferrea do Rio Grande do Sul, and other . 
railroads. This work will amount to a 
total investment over a 5-year period 


of more than 3,200,000,000 cruzeiros 
(US$65,000,000). 
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